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RECOMMENDATION FOR NAMING OF GREAT ROOM AT JFT EDUCATION CENTER – CASADY BLDG. 
LUTHER AND WILLIE GLANTON ROOM 

June 5, 2014 

On behalf of the Naming Committee of the New Casady Building Planning Group, along with neighbors from 
surrounding associations and organizations, we submit to the Board of Education for the Des Moines 
Independent School District, a proposal to name the great room at the Jesse Franklin Taylor Education Center 
– Casady Building, located at 1801 – 16th Street, in honor of Luther and Willie Glanton. 

In compliance with the District’s Series 700, Code 740, Naming/Renaming of School/Facility policy, we 
recognize and understand the particulars of the requirements and submit this request knowing that the 
school board is responsible for the naming/renaming of all schools and school facilities.  The New Taylor - 
Casady Building Planning Group is recommending that the great room be assigned the following designation: 
 

Our recommendation is that the name be: 
The Luther and Willie Glanton Room 

1. Biographical/Other Data*: 
Luther Glanton was born in Tennessee in 1910 and moved to Des Moines to attend Drake Law School in 1942.  
Following his graduation from law school, Glanton served in the U.S. Army as an intelligence officer in World 
War II and on the staff of U.S. chief prosecutor Robert Jackson and the Nuremberg trials.  He met Willie 
Stevenson, of Hot Springs, AR, while in Washington, D.C., where she worked as an attorney with the War 
Department.  Luther returned to Des Moines in 1947 to practice law and immediately became an integral part 
of the emerging civil rights movement. Luther and Willie married in 1951, the same year Luther was named 
Assistant Polk County Attorney. The Glantons settled in the Chautauqua Park Neighborhood and were among 
the first African Americans to settle in the then-streetcar suburb neighborhood north of downtown.  In 1953, 
Willie became only the second African American woman admitted to the Iowa Bar. In 1958, Luther was 
appointed and later elected to the Des Moines municipal court. Willie practiced law in downtown Des Moines, 
and in her career also served as an Assistant County Attorney.  She worked tirelessly, dedicated to breaking 
down barriers for African Americans and for women.  Winning election in 1964, she was the first African 
American woman to be elected to the state legislature. In 1976, Governor Ray named Luther Glanton district 
judge. In so doing, Luther became Iowa’s first African American district judge; he held the position until his 
retirement in 1985. 

2. The significance of this name: 
Luther and Willie Glanton were pioneering, successful activists in central Iowa and were the makers and the 
recipients of many hard-won “firsts” for African Americans in Des Moines, many of which are enumerated 
above. 
 
Luther and Willie Glanton have been duly honored for their significant contributions to the state of Iowa by 
several awards bearing their names that recognize student achievement at elementary through graduate 
levels.  Among those awards, The Glanton Award at Des Moines University supports qualified minority 
students as they pursue health careers, and other student achievement banquets bearing the Glanton name 
take place around the state. 
 
In 2005, Willie Glanton was named one of the ten most influential black Iowans of the 20th century by the Des 
Moines Register. 
 



  

3. Justification and Compelling Reasons for  the Nomination:   
We believe the great room should be so named for several reasons:  (1) The Luther and Willie Glanton Room 
would signify a tribute to a couple who, individually and collectively, improved the lives of so many Iowans;  
(2) given that the Glantons settled in Chautauqua Park, where Willie Glanton still lives, the proximity of this 
place of recognition to the community in which the Glantons were integral is fitting;  and (3) Luther and 
Willie Glanton worked ceaselessly to improve the lives of those in the community they loved and their 
dedication to advancing law, human services and civil rights will receive due recognition by this naming. 
 
4. Consideration for the Moral Character of the Individual. 
Hal S. Chase writes of Luther Glanton: 

Luther T. Glanton Jr. opened many doors with his persistence, passion, 
professionalism, and social skills. Chief among these was his compassion. A 
colleague was amazed "that someone of your success and stature in the 
community has retained his compassion for the personal problems and well-
being of others…Glanton was described by his longtime law partner Virgil 
Dixon as a "proud, generous, compassionate father…, husband, public servant, 
loving brother, lifelong friend and dedicated practitioner."�In short, as Des 
Moines Register social reporter Julie Gammack wrote, Luther T. Glanton Jr. 
was "a symbol of what can be, what should be, and what will be."� 

Likewise, Willie Glanton has long been an activist and an advocate, driven by her commitment to community 
improvement.  She was instrumental in improving the lives of women and African Americans and in providing 
leadership and support for initiatives aimed at children in the community.  Reported The Iowa Lawyer 
Weekly:  “The Willie Stevenson Glanton Award recognizes a lawyer who exemplifies Willie’s spirit to help 
others, reach back, and help his or her community, working toward the goal of improving that community, 
whether through a commitment to public service, legislative initiatives, professional activities, or community 
activities.” 

 
5. Broad acceptance in a multi-cultural society. 
The community members involved in neighborhood/DMPS discussions over the course of the Jesse Franklin 
Taylor Education Center – Casady Building development have expressed unanimous support for the naming.  
 
6. In naming a school after a person, that person shall have been deceased at least three years. 
Luther Glanton passed away in 1991. Willie (Stevenson) Glanton resides in Chautauqua Park. We recommend 
that the Board waive this portion of the policy for all the above reasons so noted in the naming of the Great 
Room of the Jesse Franklin Taylor Education Center. Luther Glanton meets this requirement, however, Mrs. 
Willie Glanton is still living. 

 

 

http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/bdi/DetailsPage.aspx?id=140

