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Two hundred and thirty Des Moines 
students earned Advanced Placement 
Scholar recognitions from the College 
Board, the most ever honored at Iowa’s 
largest school district. 

In fact, the number of AP Scholars this 
year at DMPS is a 21% increase over the 
previous record set last year.
 Students from East, Hoover, Lincoln, 
North and Roosevelt high schools were all 
represented among the honorees.
 “The success of these students is an 
inspiration, and their accomplishments in 
the classroom are testament to their talent 
and intelligence as well as to the great 
teachers and educational opportunities 

available to all of our students here in  
Des Moines,” said Superintendent  
Tom Ahart.
 Among the 230 students are 16 
recognized as AP National Scholars. To 
earn the prestigious AP National Scholar 
Award a student must take eight or more 
AP exams and receive a score of four or 
higher (on a scale of 1-5) on each exam. 
 In addition to the 16 AP National 
Scholars, 63 DMPS students were 
recognized as AP Scholars with Distinction, 
26 as AP Scholars with Honor, and 125 
as AP Scholars. Since 1991, 2,624 DMPS 
students have earned AP Scholars awards, 
including 322 AP National Scholars.

Record Number DMPS Students 
Honored as AP Scholars

AP Enrollment, College Credits Continue to Rise at District
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Middle School  
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DMPS in the  
National Journal

Hoover STEM Academy

Over the past four years, 
enrollment in AP courses has 
increased 339%, participation in 
the AP exam has increased 149%, 
and the number of students  
earning a college-credit score 
of 3 or higher on AP exams has 
increased 47%. 



#DMPS365
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Each year the College Board also 
names one male and one female 
State AP Scholar to recognize 
the students with the highest 
overall average score on Advanced 
Placement exams. This year both 
honorees attended DMPS. 
 The female State AP Scholar  
for Iowa is Edel Aron, a 2014 
Roosevelt High School graduate 
now attending Iowa State 
University. The male State AP 
Scholar for Iowa is Maxwell  
Pilcher, a 2014 Roosevelt  
High School graduate now 
attending the University  
of Iowa. 
 Since 1991, 36 of the 46 
students receiving the State AP 
Scholar for Iowa Award have  
taken AP classes at Des Moines 
Public Schools.
 Over the past few years  
DMPS has made significant 
expansions in the Advanced 
Placement courses offered at both 
Central Academy as well all five 
of the district’s comprehensive 
high schools as each now provides 
a full range of AP courses in 
social studies, science, English, 
mathematics, world language,  
and the fine arts. 

 As a result, over the past four 
years, enrollment in AP courses  
has increased 339%, participation 
in the AP exam has increased  
149%, and the number of students 
earning a college-credit score of  
3 or higher on AP exams has 
increased 47%. 
 Last year, for the second year  
in a row, all five comprehensive  
high schools in Des Moines were 
listed on the Iowa AP Index  
released by the Belin-Blank Center 
at the University of Iowa, and 
Central Academy continued to  
be the top-ranked AP program  
in the state.
 The College Board, which 
administers the Advanced 
Placement program, annually 
releases the AP Scholars list for each 
school district following the results 
of the Spring Advanced Placement 
testing. The College Board’s 
mission is to connect students to 
college success and opportunity. In 
addition to the Advanced Placement 
program, its programs include the 
SAT college entrance exam and 
the PSAT/NMSQ. Additional 
information regarding the Advanced 
Placement Program is available at 
www.collegeboard.com.

Record Number DMPS Students 
Honored as AP Scholars
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Recipients of the AP National 
Scholar Award for the 2013-14 
school year, and the college they 
are attending, are: 

East High School
•	 Breanna Elscott, Iowa State 

University
•	 Margaret Long, Simpson College

Hoover High School
•	 Ryan Utke, Grinnell College

Lincoln High School
•	 Avery Dempsey, Northwestern 

University
•	 Paige Harper, University of Iowa
•	 Nicholas Parker, University of Iowa

Roosevelt High School
•	 Edel Aron, Iowa State University
•	 Samuel Au, Iowa State University
•	 Granger Carty, Williams College
•	 Harry Crane, currently a senior at 

Roosevelt
•	 Connor Gillette, US Naval Academy
•	 Julianna Hauri, Bowdoin College
•	 Sophia Hetherington, Iowa State 

University
•	 Patrick Hiatt, University of Iowa
•	 Max Pilcher, University of Iowa
•	 Reid Wade, Cornell University

Edel Aron Max Pilcher

As the saying goes, a picture is 
worth a thousand words. 
 For the past several months, Des 
Moines Public Schools has been sharing 
photo stories on Instagram. We’d like to 
invite you to join us in sharing stories about 
good work, fun events, and more at our 
schools and by our students.

 First, simply search for Des Moines 
Public Schools on the Instagram app, or go 
to Instagram.com/desmoinespublicschools, 
and give us a follow. 
 Second, add the hashtag #DMPS365 
to your photo.
 We’ll share some of our favorites 
throughout the school year.

#DMPS365

http://www.instagram.com/desmoinespublicschools


In the hands of a committed, 
enthusiastic, positive professional 
like her it appears that this new  
set of tools holds the promise 
of higher and wider student 
achievement.
 This is not only a major 
step in improving teaching and 
learning through the smart use 
of technology, it is also a major 
commitment by the school district. 
Approximately $9 million will 
be invested in the adoption of 
the new K-5 math curriculum, 
which includes a four-year lease 
of the convertible devices, the 
purchase and installation of the 
projectors, and the license fees for 
software. The convertibles and 
projectors can be used for cross-
curricular purposes. To give this 
some perspective, in any given year 
the school district will spend $1.5 
million on textbook replacement 
alone, so much of this will end up 
being cost-neutral.
 What matters most is  
whether or not it makes a difference 
in the classroom, supporting 
teachers in their work to help 
students succeed. For Scheer,  
there seems to be little doubt that 
the answer is yes.
 “It’s really so exciting to teach 
this way,” she said after marching 
her troops off to lunch and 
returning to talk in lieu of taking 
her own break. “Our district is 
among the first to implement Go 
Math on this scale and we should be 
so proud of that.”
 Teachers perform magic with 
bare hands, good hearts and sharp 
heads. But given the best wands and 
other tools there’s no telling how 
many kids they might spellbind. On 
a Wednesday morning in September 
at River Woods Elementary School, 
the count in Stephanie Scheer’s 
room was 19.

Classrooms at the Intersection of 
Teaching and Technology
The tools of the teaching trade are 
changing. And Des Moines Public 
Schools has a new state of the art 
(and science) toolkit: Go Math.

“The 2015 Go Math curriculum  
is aligned to the Iowa Common  
Core State Standards,” said Anna 
Taggart, the district’s Elementary 
 Math Curriculum Coordinator.  
“We trained more than 900 DMPS 
teachers over the summer on Go 
Math and blended learning (an 
educational model in which a student 
learns partially through online 
delivery of content and instruction 
that includes an element of student 
control over path and pace) with a 
feedback score of 95% satisfaction, so 
it is exciting to see Go Math and the 
new technology being implemented 
in the elementary classrooms. Besides 
teacher training, Go Math was a huge 
installation project in elementary 
classrooms districtwide.”
 Go Math is a game-changer, 
according to Taggart. “This is a big 
step in moving towards blended 
learning and technology integration 
in every DMPS classroom.”

 So how’s it working out now that 
it’s off the drawing board and into 
the classroom?
 Great, if you ask Stephanie 
Scheer and her 2nd grade students at 
River Woods Elementary.
 They demonstrated one morning 
in September for visitors who were 
struck by the interactivity of the 
whiteboards and a set of convertible 
laptop/tablet devices called Revolves.
 Eventually the class was 
essentially divided into several 
subgroups working independently 
and quietly. Seven year-olds; almost 
20 of them; hungry for lunch 
and anxious to get outside on the 
playground, working independently 
and quietly while their teacher 
focused on a select few who needed 
her attention most.
 Go Math comes with lots of 
jargon like Engage Digital Video, 
Interactive Student Edition, Math 
on the Spot Video Tutor and 
Personalized Math Trainer. But let’s 
just call it engaging and leave the rest 
of it for the experts. Like Scheer, a 
sixth-year teacher whose entire career 
has been spent at River Woods. 
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•	 Construction Trades: Home 
Building, Painting & 
Drywall, Pre-Apprenticeship

•	 Early Childhood Careers;  
Level 2

•	 Mobile App Development
•	 Software Design and Gaming
•	 Urban Leadership/Dream to 

Teach (Teacher Academy)

 In a wide range of disciplines it 
is a unique educational opportunity 
for students lucky enough to live in 
this area.
 Here are some indicators of the 
scope of CTI:

•	 Central Campus has over 300 
business partners & 10 post-
secondary partners.

•	 Central Campus has 10 
programs that offer industry 
recognized certifications and 
credentials.

•	 11,626 college credits were 
earned last year through 
Central Campus’s concurrent 
program with DMACC, saving 
$1,581,136 in tuition costs.

•	 Over the last four years, 
Central Campus students 
have scored from 92% – 97% 
on technical skill proficiency 

tests in areas of occupational 
certification.

 What used to be generically 
known as vocational education isn’t 
what it used to be. Approximately 
88% of 21st century jobs will be 
in middle-skill and high-skill areas. 
Nationally, there is a shortage 
of qualified job applicants in 
both categories. Central Campus 
qualifies students for many of  
those positions, and gives students 
a jump start on their futures by 
preparing them for post-secondary 
education and/or immediate entry 
into career paths.
 Giving students a peek into the 
future begins at middle school in 
Central Campus exploratory courses. 
Last year, there were 10,497 middle 
school class enrollments.
 Over 1,000 students are taking 
advantage of courses and programs 
ranging from anatomy to welding. 
That range is practically A-Z, speaking 
of which, we’re still teaching a lot of 
that sort of thing, too.
 Interested in attending Central 
Campus? Learn more about how 
to enroll in courses by calling 515-
242-7846 or visit them online at 
centralcampus.dmschoools.org.

4

Top Career & 
Tech Program 
Continues to 
Grow

The Career & Technical Institute 
at Central Campus is home to 
several nationally recognized 
and unique programs including 
the Iowa Energy & Sustainability 
Academy, Marine Biology/
Aquarium Science, Culinary 
Arts, Aviation Technology and 
Horticulture & Animal Science.

But CTI isn’t resting on past laurels. 
The following classes are new this 
year:

•	 Aviation: Intro to Pilot 
Training

•	 Basic Nurses Aide/ELL
•	 Biotechnology in Medicine
•	 Biotechnology in Agri-

Science
•	 Construction Trades: 

Construction & Pre-
Apprenticeship

North High School senior Geonte 
Jackson	fills	out	a	request	for	more	
information at the 2014 College Fair 
in the gymnasium. Recruiters from 
more than 60 colleges & universities 
arrived at the school just weeks after 
the academic year began.

Dream to Teach students attend a workshop to learn more about how to succeed as future 
DMPS teachers. Dream to Teach mentors will come alongside students from now until they 
finish	their	first	few	years	of	teaching.

http://centralcampus.dmschoools.org
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Football Jamboree Exemplifies 
Middle School Activities Expansion

When future Roughriders and 
Polar	Bears-to-be	took	the	field	on	
September	16	to	begin	the	first-
ever DMPS Middle School Football 
Jamboree at East’s Williams 
Stadium, there was a strong whiff 
of brand new in the air.

But the event was more than a 
beginning. It was also a culmination, 
a showcase that drew lots of 
attention to the lots of attention 
that district officials have directed at 
the importance of extra-curricular 
involvements in the overall makeup 
of a student, particularly at the 
crossroads stage of middle school.
 Eight teams squared off in a 
series of controlled scrimmages. They 
were organized by feeder patterns; 
two each representing Roosevelt, 
Lincoln and East; one apiece for 
North and Hoover, smallest of the 
district’s comprehensive high schools.
 This is what district 
administrators were talking about 
when they presented a report to 
the school board recently about the 
plan to ratchet up extra-curricular 
programming for 6th-8th graders. 
It looks and feels a lot different on 

a sunny September after-school 
afternoon than it does in a series of 
PowerPoint slides.
 The football jamboree was 
inaugural, like last year’s citywide 
middle school wrestling meet, but 
more important than stand-alone 
events is the overall breadth of 
activity programs at the middle 
school level in DMPS. Cross-country 
for boys and girls was added this year. 
So was cheerleading. And so have 
been extra-curricular opportunities 
in music, drama, urban arts, debate, 
journalism and student government. 
The jamboree (“a long mixed 
program of entertainment; a noisy or 
unrestrained carouse; a large festive 
gathering,” according to Merriam 
Webster) never stops!
 More than ever before middle 
school students are getting exposure 
to activities that used to be exclusive 
to high school.  
 Some buildings have already 
established leadership groups like 
Harding’s Wolf Pack and McCombs’ 
Golden Eagles to foster the notion 
that school can be cool and turn 
peer pressure, usually thought of as a 
negative force, into a positive one.

 For the first time the district is 
establishing a centralized system for 
collection and analysis of data about 
extra-curricular activity patterns and 
their correlation with overall student 
achievement and academic progress. 
A growing body of research links 
extra-curricular participation with 
increased academic achievement.
 Middle school athletics 
participation increased by 40% in 
2013-14 from the previous year and 
promises to spike again this year 
with the additional sports that are 
available. Increased extracurricular 
activities are tapping into a wellspring 
of young potential and eagerness that 
core academics alone cannot.
 Improved communications are 
another point of renewed emphasis. 
Athletics pages have been developed 
that will be embedded within the 
websites of each of the district’s five 
comprehensive high schools. Those 
pages will include links for “Future 
Scarlets, Future Riders, Future 
Huskies, Future Rails,” and, “Future 
Polar Bears.”
 Little did the 8th grade gridders 
know they were tackling more than 
ball carriers at the football jamboree. 
The persistent problem of how to 
get at-risk kids hooked on school? 
It took a pounding on the Williams 
Stadium turf.

Number 27, Pachino Hill, Jr. (Brody Middle School, 8th grade) leads his team through an 
exercise in sportsmanship. 

Roosevelt High School marching band 
members Bella Ostby, Kaylie Marcellus, 
Anna McKenzie, Annie Majure, Morgan Long, 
Natasha Voelker and Lily Comito don pink 
plumes to support breast cancer awareness.



STUDENTS

Six DMPS Students Named 
National Merit Semifinalists

Des Moines Public Schools proudly 
announced that the following 
students have been designated 
National Merit Scholarship 
Semifinalists by the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation based on 
their performance on the PSAT 
exam they took last year as juniors:

•	 Carson	Cary
•	 Harry	Crane
•	 Cora	Egherman
•	 Evan	Haugh
•	 Matthew	Holmes
•	 Rachel	Schneider

The students are all seniors at 
Roosevelt	High	School	who attend 
classes at Central	Academy.

East Senior Wins NCYL Award

Ruth	Phaviset, a senior at East	
High	School, was named one of 
four Outstanding Youth Leaders 
for Central Iowa out of a pool of 
250 student leaders at the National 
Council on Youth Leadership 
conference hosted by Drake 
University on September 14-15.  
Ruth received a partial college 
scholarship and an expense paid 
trip to the NCYL Town Meeting 
of Tomorrow held at Washington 
University in St. Louis in October.

STAFF

Central’s Beall Presented 
with Iowa Energy Center’s 
Impact Award

Teacher Larry	Beall, Director of 
the Iowa Energy and Sustainability 
Academy at Central	Campus, was 
presented with the 2014 Impact  
Award by the Iowa Energy Center for 

his leadership in educating students 
about issues related to energy, 
conservation and sustainability.
 Larry is also a 2013 Trailblazing 
Teacher as recognized by the  
Center for Green Schools at the 
U.S. Green Building Council in 
recognition of his pioneering work at 
IESA. Now in its fifth year, student 
enrollment in the program has risen 
from 18 to 100. 

Roosevelt Named  
Science Bound High School  
of the Year

Roosevelt	High	School has been 
recognized as the Science Bound 
High School of the Year by Iowa 
State University.
 Science Bound is Iowa  
State University’s pre-college 
program aimed at increasing the 
ethnic diversity of Iowa students

Continued on Page 7...
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This regular feature of the DMPS Community Report highlights awards and achievements of district students and staff. Please let 
us know if you have a notable achievement to share by e-mailing Mike Wellman at michael.wellman@dmschools.org. Here are 
some achievements from the past few months.

Celebrating Our Achievements

Merrill Middle School sixth graders 
Jaden Koger, Hayden Bosman and 
Hibaq Norre prepare to test their 
gourd karts for distance. Two-
hundred students participated in  
the STEM project.

Congratulations to the Roosevelt 
Roughriders as they earned 2nd 
Place honors at the Class 4A Boys 
State Golf Tournament played at the 
Tournament Club of Iowa in Polk City. 
The Riders shot a combined 608 to 
finish	just	8	strokes	behind	Waukee.	
Leading the way for Roosevelt was 
State Runner-up Medalist Aaron 
Wirt, who shot a 144 (+2). Other 
teams members who contributed to 
Roosevelt’s	Runner-Up	finish	are	Niko	
Bakros, Cooper Moore, Willis Gaer, 
Jack Christensen, and Casey Mathews. 
The Roughriders are coached by 
Orbie Boggs and Chris Cundiff.
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who pursue college degrees in 
STEM fields. 
 The award was presented to 
Roosevelt students and teachers in 
recognition of their participation, 
attendance and academic 
achievement in the classroom.  
The Science Bound program 
teachers at Roosevelt are Deb	
Smith-Henry, Noreen	Nsereko 
and Chris	Sosnowski.
 Science Bound students may 
begin participation in the program 
as early as 7th grade. Iowa State 
University provides a range of 
support through the program, 
from professional development for 
teachers to workshops for parents 
to summer programs for students. 
Students who successfully complete 
the high school program, meet 
admission requirements to Iowa 
State University and pursue a STEM 
degree at ISU receive a full tuition 
scholarship from the university.
 Additional information about 
Science Bound is available at  
www.sciencebound.iastate.edu.

DMPS’ Gonzalez Wins Social 
Worker of the Year Award

DMPS social worker Steve	Gonzalez 
won the Iowa School Social Workers 
Association’s 2014 Social Worker of 
the Year Award.  He is the first Latino 
to receive the honor.
 Gonzalez has served DMPS 
students in many capacities since 
1991, from working with young 
children at the Downtown School to 
young adults at North High School.
 He has been actively involved 
in providing after-school activities 
for students. He started a Latino 

group at North and co-facilitated the 
first ever Mariposa Latina Group in 
Iowa. The focus of both groups is 
improved self-esteem, pride in Latino 
heritage, educational achievement 
and providing post-secondary options 
for students. He also helped start 
the North High School Tae Kwon 
Do Sports Club where he served as 
an instructor for 13 years and was 
instrumental in the implementation 
of Teen Screen, a suicide prevention 
program, in the DMPS high schools.

Central’s Chef Emeritus Wolf 
Earns ProStart Educator of 
Excellence Award

Central Campus Chef Emeritus 
Elaine	Wolf was presented with 
the 2014 ProStart Educator of 
Excellence Award by the Iowa 
Restaurant Association. The award 

recognizes Wolf ’s success at building 
Central’s culinary arts programs 
into one of the best in the nation, 
and honors the legacy she leaves 
behind at the school since retiring at 
the end of the 2013-14 school year.

ADMINISTRATION

Studebaker Renovation 
Honored for Energy Efficiency 
Success

The architects and engineers of the 
school district’s recent renovation  
of Studebaker	Elementary	School	
were honored recently at the Iowa 
American Institute of Architects 
convention with the Excellence in 
Energy Efficient Design award.
 Since the renovation, energy 
usage at Studebaker has seen a  
61 percent annual kBTU savings.

Celebrating Our Achievements
Continued from Page 6...

Javy Barron, 20 months, points out something in the crowd to his dad, DMPS School 
Board member Rob Barron. The two walked the Beaverdale Fall Festival parade route 
with a school bus announcing the 2015 reopening of Moore Elementary School.

Continued on Page 8...
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Celebrating Our Achievements
Continued from Page 7...

 Thank you to BCDM  
Architects and Alvine Engineering 
for their good work on behalf of  
the school district.

DMPS Wins “Best Social  
Media Presence” at 1st 
Annual #Hashie Awards

Des Moines Public Schools was 
among the winners at the 1st annual 
#Hashie Awards sponsored by the 
Des Moines Social Media Club.
 DMPS was recognized for Best 
Social Media Presence.

For	the	first	time	ever,	the	DMPS	Central	Nutrition	Center	opened	the	kitchens	to	
visitors. Four-hundred people turned out to see where we make 20,000 meals everyday.

East High School seniors Anastacia 
Brown and Hennesie Lewis are caped 
crusaders on Super Hero Day during 
Spirit Week leading up to the school’s 
homecoming game.

National Journal: Why Des Moines 
Can Be A Model for Urban Education

The National Journal, a DC-based 
magazine covering policy and 
politics in Washington and beyond, 
is doing a series called The Next 
America: Population 2043, about 
issues relating to the nation’s 
changing demographics.

Des Moines is “ground zero” for 
part of the series, including a look 
at education.
 See their story “Why Des 
Moines Can Be A Model for Urban 
Schools,” on why greater diversity or 
poverty doesn’t have to be a barrier 
to increasing student achievement 
or raising the graduation rate.
 As the article notes about 
DMPS: “A majority of students are 
minorities. Poverty rates are going 
up. Refugees speak 100 different 
languages and dialects. And  
despite all this, the school district  
is seeing gains.”

 As part of the series the 
National Journal is holding a Town 
Hall meeting in Des Moines on 
Wednesday, October 22 at Drake 
University. DMPS and United  
Way of Central Iowa are serving  
as community supporters of this 
event. Visit our web site to learn 
more and register.



Roosevelt Art Honors Philanthrophists: For the past dozen years, 
students in the AP art classes of Roosevelt teacher Sam Chiodo have created 
specially-commissioned works to honor the area’s top philanthropists recognized 
annually by the Association of Fundraising Professionals. The students/artists 
research the honorees to create a piece that is unique to them. This year student 
artists were Melissa Laure, Rachel Schneider, Keegan Walpole, Julia Nguyen and 
Lucia Ruppert.

and erased; bouncy, stimulating 
stools that resemble push-tacks 
(“Zenergy Balls”) arrayed in front of 
a large-screen monitor; upholstered 
armchairs equipped with panels 
that slide into and out of place as 
their occupants require a desktop 
or don’t; a curved countertop with 
tall stools; an island in front of an 
interactive whiteboard that’s like a 
picture window on the world. Besides 
internet connectivity via the magic 
board, users can draw/write on it like 
Tom Cruise in Minority Report or 
CNN’s John King on Election Night.
 And that’s not all!
 Downstairs Chris Knee teaches 
Principles of Engineering in Room 
1310. He has a helper, too. No, 
it’s not a student teacher. Bob 
Shoemaker, a retired engineer from 
the real world helps out, courtesy of 
a program funded by the National 
Science Foundation and Iowa State 
University. Shoemaker last worked 
in the private sector for United 
Technologies. They were in the 
business of fuel injectors for jet 
engines. Shoemaker has patents 
registered in his name and lots of 

contacts. Besides helping students 
with the fundamentals of levers and 
pulleys he puts them in touch with 
former colleagues who talk with 
them about what life as a working 
engineer is really like and what 
employers are looking for in freshly 
trained and graduated employees.
 Griffin, who seems more like a 
collegiate department chair than a 
high school administrator, says 165 
kids in grades 9-11 are enrolled in 
the Hoover STEM Academy this 
year compared to the original cohort 
of 102 in 2012.
 Besides the state STEM grant 
Hoover benefits from partnerships 
like the one they forged with their 
neighbor, Pioneer Hi-Bred. And 
they’re looking for more. Another 
STEM classroom will serve as a 
model. Community visitors will be 
brought in for tours to see if they 
might want to sponsor a similar 
space in their business name to help 
train their future employees.
 If the problem used to be how to 
get kids to come to school the new 
one might soon be how to get them 
to leave.

Hoover STEM 
Academy Gets 
to Work in New 
Home

When Hoover High School 
received	one	of	the	first	STEM	
grants awarded by the Governor’s 
STEM Advisory Council about 
a year ago, the mindset of the 
school’s STEM Academy  
Director,	Maureen	Griffin,	
immediately shifted from  
theory to drawing board. 

Her mandate was to put the money 
toward designing the classroom of 
the future; to create space within  
the school’s four walls that is outside 
the box.
 On August 29 a class of Hoover 
geometry students was turned loose 
in what used to be called Room 
2095 but is destined to become 
who knows what, the Think Tank, 
maybe?
 Educators everywhere want kids 
to buy into the notion that school 
is cool. Room 2095 is where they’ll 
pay up in the currency of attendance 
and attention.
 Working in consultation with 
vendors like Storey Kenworthy, 
Griffin established priorities for the 
reinvented space. Like a kitchen is 
designed for storing, preparing and 
serving food she wanted a room 
conducive to:

•	 Brainstorming
•	 Pair work/mentoring
•	 Personal technology
•	 Project space
•	 Video conferencing
•	 Large group work

What she got are whiteboard 
tabletops that can be scribbled upon 

Hoover High School STEM students celebrate the opening of their new “classroom of the 
future.” A grant from the Governor’s STEM Advisory Council made it possible.
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More DMPS News and Information  
Available Online and On Air

Des Moines Public Schools is the largest provider of public education in Iowa, which means one 
newsletter alone cannot provide all of the information or share all of the stories about everything 
taking place in your school district. More news and information is always available online and on air. 

ONLINE
You	can	find	information	on	our	schools,	news	stories,	data,	contacts,	and	more	on	the	DMPS	
web site at www.dmschools.org and on our mobile app available for iOS and Android. In addition, 
follow DMPS on the following social media sites:

•	 Facebook: facebook.com/dmschools
•	 Twitter: twitter.com/dmschools
•	 Pinterest: pinterest.com/dmschools

ON THE AIR 
Tune in to DMPS-TV on Mediacom Cable channels 12.1 and 812 at any time to see 
stories about programs and events from throughout the school district. If you do not subscribe 
to cable television, you can still view stories online at www.dmschools. org.  And if you’re in the 
mood for interesting talk and music, tune into Des Moines Public Schools’ own radio station - 
KDPS 88.1 - where your hosts are students from Central Campus and GrandView University.

The Des Moines Independent Community School District does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status 
(for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) 
in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for 
processing complaints of discrimination.  If you have questions or a grievance related to this 
policy,	please	contact	the	district’s	Office	of	Human	Resources,	901	Walnut	Street,	Des	Moines,	
IA  50309; phone: 515-242-7911.

Roosevelt High School junior Austin Caldwell strolls through the crowd in the school’s 
Teddy Roosevelt mascot uniform at the annual Homecoming community party.

Reminders
Oct 22 No school for 11th graders; 9th  
& 10th graders take the ACT Explore/Plan  
(9, 10, & 12 attend)

Oct 24 Teacher EQ Development – no
classes for students; associates do not report; 
all teachers report

Nov 26 No school for teachers, associates, 
or students (Fall Conference Comp Day)

Nov 27-28 Thanksgiving Holiday (no school)

Dec 22-Jan 2 Winter Recess – no classes

Dec 24	Holiday	–	offices	closed

Dec 25	Holiday	–	offices	closed

Dec 31	Holiday	–	offices	closed

Jan 1 Holiday	–	offices	closed

Jan 9-14 First Semester Finals (HS)

Jan 15 Start of 2nd Semester

http://www.facebook.com/dmschools
http://www.twitter.com/dmschools
http://www.pinterest.com/dmschools

