
We have had a tremendous start to 
the 2010-2011 school year in the 
Des Moines Public Schools. In this 
newsletter, you will read about a couple 
of grants the district has been awarded 
to help students stay in school and 
graduate. The district, with the help of 

all of our community partners, will work diligently over the 
next five years to reach our goal of raising the graduation 
rate to 95 percent and lowering the dropout rate to below 
state average.

Already this year, many of our outstanding educators 
and students have been recognized by state and national 
organizations for their exceptional work both in and out of 
the classroom. With all of these accomplishments already 
taking place before the end of the first semester, I can’t 
wait to see what the rest of the year will bring!
Please take a moment to view our 2010 State of the 
Schools Speech/Video.

Have a wonderful year!

Nancy Sebring 
Superintendent 
Des Moines Public Schools

Message from Dr. Sebring

http://www.dmps.k12.ia.us
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Des Moines Public Schools 
administrators, educators, school  
board members, and community 
partners continue to work together  
to keep students in school and on  
track to graduate.

In October, the district was awarded 
$6 million in grants from the U.S. 
Department of Education to reform high 
schools and improve the educational 
outcomes of students. The district will 
receive $1.2 million each year for the 
next five years to support Destination 
Graduation — the district’s initiative to 
see fewer students drop out of school and 
more students graduate. The five-year goal 

for DMPS is to raise the graduation rate 
to 95 percent and lower the dropout rate 
to below state average.
 “This federal grant funding will 
boost our efforts to help all students 
be successful in high school,” said 
Bryce Amos, Executive Director for the 
Northeast Region. “We are grateful to 
have this funding to expand our credit 
recovery programs, academic support  
labs, and other supports that students and 
staff need to reach our goal of graduating 
95 percent of our students.”
 Another effort to re-engage students 
in school is the Reach Out to Dropouts 
event, where community and school 
volunteers meet on a Saturday in

Dropout Prevention Efforts Continue to 
Make an Impact

Continued on Page 2...
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September and knock on doors of 
students who have not enrolled in 
school during the first weeks of the 
academic year. The second annual 
Reach Out to Dropouts, sponsored 
by United Way and Aviva USA, was 
held on Sept. 25, 2010.
 “468 home visits were made, 
and out of the 25 students who 
decided to visit their schools the 
day of the event, 11 re-enrolled 
and 10 were referred to GED or 

other educational options,” said Dr. 
Nancy Sebring, superintendent of 
Des Moines Public Schools. “In an 
urban district such as ours, student 
mobility is an issue, and students we 
were seeking at 103 of the addresses 
provided no longer lived there.”
 In addition, 62 students 
requested a follow-up from the high 
schools, 63 students are pursuing or 
received a GED, and 195 students 
were not home.

 More than 260 volunteers 
recruited by United Way and  
the school district participated  
in Reach Out to Dropouts, 
including groups from Aviva USA 
and other local corporations. 
Following the home visits, Aviva 
USA provided a community 
celebratory lunch.

Dropout Prevention Efforts
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East High School is the recipient 
of a $10,000 My Idea grant from 
AT&T and America’s Promise 
Alliance for their Project YOU! 
program, developed by a student 
organization called the Scarlet 
Mentors. The grant is given 
nationally to students who 
develop projects that engage 
young people and encourage 
fellow students to stay in school 
and graduate.

The Project YOU! program is 
a comprehensive peer-to-peer 
initiative in which students develop 
a multifaceted program to engage 
peers who are at risk of dropping 
out. Students in the Scarlet Mentors 
will work with 9th grade at-risk 
students to give them somebody 
they can turn to with questions  
or concerns. 
 Students must apply to be 
mentors, while mentees are 
chosen through self-referral or 
recommendations of East High 

School staff. 
Mentees will 
meet or talk with 
their mentors at 
least once weekly 
throughout the 
year. Activities 
will include 
eating lunch together, meeting 
during advisory, and meeting after 
school to discuss life skills such 
as job seeking, study skills and 
leadership.
 In addition, Project YOU! 
will promote civic and school 
engagement through a partnership 
with Youth Venture/Community 
Youth Concepts. This group works 
and supports teams of students 
on social change projects in the 
community.
 “I feel this initiative is a win 
situation for the school, mentees 
and mentors,” commented Lyn 
Marchant, Communities in Schools 
coordinator for East High School. 
“Not only are we improving school 

climate, but we also are developing 
skills that both individuals can 
utilize and carry into the future. We 
are providing a positive experience 
and interest in volunteerism, which 
hopefully will drive students to give 
back in the future.”
 Results will be tracked by 
looking at data such as attendance, 
grades, and referrals, and also 
gaining feedback from the 9th grade 
students to see if they feel more 
connected with and supported by 
their school community.
 “The Scarlet Mentor Advisory 
team continues to work so hard in 
the planning and development of all 
initiatives set forth in the grant,” said 
Marchant. “The skills and leadership 
they are learning are priceless.”

East High School Students 
HELP EACH OTHER STAY CONNECTED

Continued from Page 1...
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Mathematics instructors John Butz 
(Jefferson School),  Zac Christensen 
(Perkins Academy), and Barb Leise 
(Downtown School), are all state 
finalists for the 2010 Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching.
  
Roosevelt High School has been 
recognized as one of the nation’s 
Top 100 schools in speech and 
debate activities by the National 
Forensic League. Roosevelt ranks 
87 out of over 3,000 schools 
nationwide based on student 
participation and achievement in 
speech and debate activities.

Samy El-Baroudi, business teacher 
at East High School, was honored 
by the Iowa Credit Union League 
as JumpStart Financial Literacy 
Educator of the Year for the state  
of Iowa. 

Lincoln High School junior Caleb 
Peterson performed with the Iowa 
All State Jazz Choir, under the 
direction of Rosana Eckert on July 
26, 2010. Caleb was one of 18 
vocal jazz students selected state-
wide to perform at the Iowa Choral 
Directors’ Summer Conference  
held on the NIACC campus at 
Mason City.

Hannah Carlson, Emily 
Galenbeck, and Kate O’Brien, 
Roosevelt High School sophomores, 
won the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Iowa’s annual 
Mannheimer student video contest 
for their video about Jack Trice, 
Iowa State University’s first African-
American athlete.

Hoover High School Drama 
Director, Chelsea Cunningham, 
received the Iowa Communication 

Association’s Outstanding New 
Classroom Teacher of the Year 
Award for 2010.

Aly Olson, Lincoln High 
School senior, won the statewide 
Outstanding Teen Pageant and 
received the highest scores in 
the interview competition at the 
national Miss America Outstanding 
Teen Pageant held in Oklahoma 
over the summer.

Hoover High School’s newspaper, 
Challenger, won the George  
Gallup Award, for the second 
consecutive year. This award is  
the highest honor received by 
the Quill and Scroll Society, the 
international honorary society 
for high school journalists. The 
newspaper is planned, written and 
designed by students under adviser 
Timm Pilcher.

This regular feature of the DMPS Community Report highlights awards and achievements of district students and staff. 
Please let us know if you have a notable achievement to share by e-mailing Sarah Taylor at sarah.taylor@dmps.k12.ia.us. 
Here are some achievements from the past few months (July-Oct.).*

* Only awards received before Nov. 1, 2010 have been included here.

Celebrating Our Achievements

Cowles Wins Healthy School Award

Cowles Montessori was named the Healthiest School in Iowa by the Wellness 
Council of Iowa in September.

Cowles received the Healthy School award because of its emphasis on 
physical fitness and programming relating to diet and exercise. Teachers have 
organized a variety of after-school clubs including yoga, basketball and soccer 
intramurals, Kid Striders program, after-school running club, Bike-To-School 
event in support of Bike Safety Awareness Week, and healthy snacks have been 
integrated into the classroom.
 The school also has received a $4,000 grant from the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship Farm to School Chapter program, and plans 
to make connections and partnerships with local businesses and farmers to 
provide healthy snacks. In addition, middle school students will begin growing 
fruits and vegetables in an outdoor greenhouse they constructed last year.



AP National Scholar Award Recipients

Students Honored for Successes: 
AP NATIONAL SCHOLARS AND IB GRADUATES 
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A record number of 27 students 
from DMPS were identified as  
AP National Scholars in 2010. 

The College Board annually releases 
the AP Scholars list for each school 
district following the results of the 
Spring Advanced Placement (AP) 
testing. To earn the prestigious AP 
National Scholar Award a student 
must take eight or more AP exams 
and receive a near perfect score of 
four or higher on each exam. 
 In total, 154 Des Moines Public 
School students were identified  

for various AP Scholar Awards in 
2010. These awards include AP 
Scholars, AP Scholars with  
Honors, and AP Scholars with 
Distinction. Des Moines students 
have received 249 National Scholar 
Awards, and 1797 AP Scholar 
awards since 1991.
 The College Board’s mission 
is to connect students to college 
success and opportunity. Among 
its programs are the SAT, PSAT/
NMSQT, and the Advanced 
Placement program. Additional 
information regarding the Advanced 

Placement Program is available at 
www.collegeboard.com.
 Also this fall, Des Moines 
Public Schools’ first International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma 
Candidates in the IB Diploma 
Programme at Central Academy 
received their final exam results. 
Ninety-three percent of these 
graduating seniors received exam 
scores required for the IB Diploma. 
This school year, 142 students are 
taking at least one IB course — an 
increase from 31 students who  
were enrolled in the program for 
2009-2010.
 “Our students continue to 
produce exemplary results in 
the Advanced Placement and 
International Baccalaureate 
programs,” said Dr. Nancy Sebring, 
superintendent. “We are so very 
proud of all of our students and 
we will continue to expand these 
programs and others to provide 
them with unlimited opportunities 
for learning.”

Andrew Barrett (Roosevelt) – 11 

Samuel Burt (Hoover) – 12 

Greta Dahlberg (Roosevelt) – 12 

Anna Dickerson (Lincoln) – 12 

Kevin Dorff (Roosevelt) – 12 

Zach Flickinger (East) – 12 

Luke Gude (Hoover) – 12 

Nick Hallman (Roosevelt) – 12 

Alex Hoover (Lincoln) – 12 

Halle Hudson (Roosevelt) – 12 

John Irvine (Roosevelt) – 12 

Minh Tam Le (Roosevelt) – 11 

Amelia Martin (Roosevelt) – 12 

Cora Metrick-Chen (Roosevelt) – 12 

Neal Nath – (Roosevelt) – 12 

Tony O’Donnell (Roosevelt) – 12 

Rebecca Patton (Roosevelt) – 12 

Kevin Porter (Roosevelt) – 11 

Varun Ramaswamy (Roosevelt) – 11 

Sam Roeder (Roosevelt) – 11 

Matt Rogowski (Lincoln) – 12 

Joel Schneider (Roosevelt) – 11 

Emily Southard (Roosevelt) – 12 

Nicholas Swingle (Roosevelt) – 12 

Jason Walsh (Roosevelt) – 11 

Marion Whitaker (Lincoln) – 12 

Aaron Williams (Roosevelt) – 12



An open house celebrating 
renovations to the third floor 
at Central Campus’ Career & 
Technical Center was held on 
Sept. 21, 2010. Improvements 
were paid for by the one-cent 
local option sales tax. 

Third floor renovations cost 
approximately $14 million and 
include updates to several programs 
and departments at Central 
Campus, including Aquarium 
Science, Broadcasting & Film, 
Commercial Photography,  
Fashion Design & Merchandising, 
Graphic Communications, 
Marine Biology, and the Gateway 
Secondary School.
 Culinary Arts students provided 
refreshments for the open house 
and visitors had the opportunity 
to participate in activities in each 

classroom — printing t-shirts, 
starring in a movie, viewing  
sting rays and sharks, extracting 
DNA, taking blood pressure,  
and other curriculum-related 
activities.
 “We were thrilled to showcase 
the beautiful new learning spaces 
that were created through public 
support,” said Julie Rosin, Central 
Campus Assistant Director. 
 Renovations of first and  
second floors at Central Campus  
are taking place now and will 
include classroom space and a 
playground for the Downtown 
School, improvements to the 
Culinary Arts kitchen and cafe, 
and an elevated walkway between 
Central Academy and Central 
Campus. These updates will be 
paid for by the statewide sales tax 
approved in 2008.

Impressive New Spaces at Central 
Campus Career & Technical Center

Jackson Elementary School held a 
community open house to showcase 
the newly renovated school on  
Sept. 27, 2010.  
 A ribbon cutting ceremony 
led by Jackson Principal Dee 
Culp and Superintendent Nancy 
Sebring kicked off the celebration, 
followed by tours of the school and 
fun activities for families. Those 
attending were able to enjoy outdoor 
inflatable rides and educational 
games organized by the school’s 
Title teachers. The Jackson PTA 
also provided pizza for staff, parents, 
students, and community members.  
 The $6 million renovation 
project at Jackson Elementary 

School includes geothermal heating 
and cooling, vastly improved 
classroom space, technology 
enhancements, security improvements 
and additional student restrooms. 
Drop off and pick up lanes also 
were enhanced.
 “Our students and staff were so 
excited to return to our renovated 
building this year,” said Dee Culp, 
Jackson Elementary School principal. 
“Student favorites include the new 
playground equipment and new 
computer lab. Our staff members are 
thrilled to have an awesome learning 
environment that enables children to 
be healthy, safe, engaged, supported, 
and challenged.”

SPARKLING RENOVATIONS SHOWCASED AT JACKSON
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Volunteers Read to Students on  
United Way’s Annual Day of Action

6

Over 300 community volunteers 
were in Des Moines schools 
reading to students on September 
16, 2010, in conjunction with the 
United Way of Central Iowa’s Day 
of Action, which occurred all over 
the city that day. 

This signature event for Day of 
Action — called “Read to Learn” 
— brought volunteers into 10 
elementary schools (Edmunds, 
Monroe, King, Findley, Cattell, 
Howe, Lovejoy, Wright, Carver and 
Garton) to read the book Cloudy 
with a Chance of Meatballs by Judi 
Barrett. In addition, every third 
grader in all schools received a new 
copy of the book.
 “The United Way’s Day of 
Action is held each September 
to inspire corporate volunteers 
to dedicate a day to a short-term 
project that benefits United Way’s 
priorities in Education, Income, and 
Health,” explained Don Honnold, 
Vice President of Marketing & 

Public Relations for United Way. 
“Day of Action is traditionally 
the largest single day of corporate 
volunteerism in the Des Moines 
community.”
 A total of 2,000 volunteers 
participated in Day of Action 
this year. In addition to “Read to 
Learn,” volunteers participated in 
vision screenings, painting and 
refurbishment projects at local 
nonprofit agencies, mentoring 
activities for teens, and creating 
literacy kits for early learning 
centers.
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PPEL Renewed for Another 10 Years
Voters in the Des Moines school 
district approved the renewal of 
the Physical Plant and Equipment 
Levy (PPEL) on Sept. 14, 2010, 
with 65 percent of the 3,315 
who cast ballots voting in favor 
of the levy. PPEL will continue at 
the same rate ($.63 per $1,000 
assessed valuation).

PPEL is an important maintenance 
fund that provides facility 

improvements such as roofing, 
playground surfacing, sidewalks, 
and asbestos removal; as well as 
equipment such as school buses 
and musical instruments for our 
students; and is a primary source  
of funding for technology in  
our schools.
 “Because most of our schools 
are more than 60 years old, PPEL 
is very important in our district,” 
said Bill Good, Chief Operations 

Officer. “Well-maintained schools 
often reflect strong neighborhoods, 
so we want to keep our schools 
looking their very best.”
 The current 10-year levy, which 
expires in June 2011, has provided 
$4.4 million per year to the district 
over the past ten years. 
 PPEL dollars cannot be used for 
salaries, textbooks, or educational 
programs.



The Des Moines Public Schools 
have once again been honored 
by two national business 
organizations for excellence 
in financial reporting and 
accounting. 
 The district’s Business 
and Finance Department was 
awarded the GFOA Certificate 
of Achievement for Excellence 
Award in Financial Reporting 
and the ASBO International 
Certificate of Excellence in 
Financial Reporting — for the 
third year in a row.
 Both awards recognized the 
high quality and standards of  
the Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report prepared by  
Des Moines Public Schools for 
the 2009 fiscal year.
 “This recognition is a great 
testament to our staff for all of 
the fine work they do to maintain 
the strong financial integrity of 
this district,” said Chief Financial 
Officer Patti Schroeder. “We 
would not have received either 
award without the hard work 
and dedication of each and every 
staff member in our department 
— from the cashier to the staff 
accountants, from the accounts 
payable clerks to our controller.” 
 According to GFOA, 
“Certificate of Achievement is the 
highest form of recognition in the 
area of governmental accounting 
and financial reporting, and its 
attainment represents a significant 
accomplishment by a government 
and its management.”

DMPS HONORED 
FOR EXCELLENCE  
IN FINANCIAL  
ACCOUNTING

District Restores Positions with  
Education Jobs Federal Funding

There are more teachers in the 
classroom this year than originally 
planned, thanks to the Education 
Jobs Fund – federal funding 
providing Des Moines Public 
Schools $6.7 million over the next 
two years.

The Education Jobs Fund will 
provide $10 billion to school 
districts across the nation, including 
more than $96 million to school 
districts in Iowa to restore teaching 
and other positions cut earlier this 
year because of budget shortfalls.

 The Des Moines school district 
chose to use the funding to restore 
elementary art, vocal music, and 
PE teachers to previous levels of 
2009-2010, reduce class sizes across 
the district, and hire ELL (English 
Language Learner) and Special 
Education teachers and associates. 
Some instrumental music positions 
were restored as well.
 “Our priority is to address the 
areas that have the most impact on 
the classroom,” explained Chief 
Financial Officer Patti Schroeder. 
“The Education Jobs funding, along 
with other federal funding helped 
tremendously to boost our district’s 
budget, but still has not funded 
enough to reach the allowable growth 
rate for the 2010-2011 school year.”
 Schools will have to track how 
they spend the money and provide 
the state with quarterly reports, 
which will then be passed along to 
the U.S. Department of Education. 
The funds cannot be used to pay 
for district-level administrative 
positions or non-salary expenses.
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More DMPS News and Information  
Available Online and On Air

Des Moines Public Schools is the largest provider of public education in Iowa, which 
means one newsletter alone cannot provide all of the information or share all of 
the stories about everything taking place in your school district. More news and 
information is always available online and on air. 

ONLINE
You can find information on schools, news stories, data, contacts, and more on the 

DMPS website at www.dmps.k12.ia.us.

ON THE AIR 
Tune in to Red Apple TV on Mediacom Cable channels 85 and 97-3 at any 
time to see stories about programs and events from throughout the school district. If 
you do not subscribe to cable television, you can still view Red Apple TV stories on the 
Web at www.redappletv. org.  And if you’re in the mood for interesting talk and music, 
tune into Des Moines Public Schools’ own radio station - KDPS 88.1 - where your 
hosts are students from Central Campus and GrandView University.

All Des Moines schools are 
increasing their recycling efforts 
this school year, thanks to a 
new agreement with Waste 
Management. 

The district’s goal is to increase 
recycling by 20 percent by the end 
of the year. Here are a few tips 
regarding what can be recycled:

•	    Mixed paper such as 
junk mail, phone books, 
magazines, coloring books, 
white/colored paper, shredded 
paper (needs to be in a paper 
sack or box), newspapers. 

•	 			Cardboard	boxes	must	be		
      broken down to allow for  
      more room in the dumpster.

•	 			Glass	bottles	of	any	color,	any	
      size, no lids.
•	 			Cans	must	be	clean. 

 Schools have been encouraged to 
teach their students the importance 
of the 3 R’s (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) 
and to give the students responsibility 
to deliver materials to the containers 
at their schools to be recycled.
 Students are excited to be 
able to recycle more materials like 
they do at home, according to 
Tim Schott, principal at Hubbell 
Elementary School.
 “Besides the obvious benefit 
of reducing what goes into the 
landfill, another tremendous 
positive of single-stream recycling 
is that students can connect home 

and school,” commented Schott. 
“In the past, we had students who 
questioned why they could recycle 
so many things at home and so few 
at school, and they wanted to take 
action. Now we are able to help the 
environment even more.”

Let’s Recycle!
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The Des Moines Public Schools prohibits discrimination in educational and employment 
programs and activities based on age, race, creed, color, sex, marital status, national origin, religion, 
sexual orientation, or disability. Complaints of discrimination may be filed with Mike Munoz, the 
district’s Compliance Officer,Title IX Coordinator and 504 Coordinator at 901 Walnut Street, 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309, (515) 242-7781.

http://www.redappletv.org

