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On August 12, a fittingly warm, shiny 
day, the ribbon was cut at the brand 
spanking new Edmunds Elementary 
School, less than 15 months after 
groundbreaking. 

There were speeches and banging drums. 
People were clapping and smiling. Even 
the grass is new. They’re still laying the 
sod. So is the school song. The whole place 
has that new car smell about it. When the 
doors flung open and the kids streamed 
in the place was energized. The switch 
flipped on a new sun. 
 The red brick structure rose like a 
fast-growing child just north of the old 
building, located on the edge of downtown 
Des Moines in the historic Sherman Hills 
neighborhood. The community couldn’t 
wait for it to be finished. Not any longer.  

 Construction was completed right  
on schedule allowing new principal 
Jaynette Rittman and her staff the time 
they needed to settle in and gear up  
for Opening Day on August 14. The 
school had an overall budget of $14 
million and is the first new school built 
in Des Moines since George Washington 
Carver Community School opened  
in 2007.
 The original Edmunds Elementary was 
built in 1972. The open building concept 
was in vogue in that era but has since 
fallen out of favor and now only a handful 
of school buildings that feature it remain 
in the United States.
 “Multipurpose spaces are an integral 
element of the building,” explained Bill 
Good, the district’s Chief Operations

A New Edmunds Rises to  
Serve Students, Neighborhood

Continued on Page 2...
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Officer. “Natural lighting is 
abundant and this school will be 
both technology-rich and energy 
efficient. It’s a smarter, safer, more 
focused environment for teaching 
and learning,” he added.
 Once a magnet school for Fine 
Arts, Edmunds now aspires to be 
a more traditional neighborhood 
school serving the Sherman 
Hills, Oakridge and Drake Park 
communities.
 2012-13 enrollment at Edmunds 
was 287. When this year’s official 
figure is tallied it will be substantially 
more. The total square footage of 
the new Edmunds nearly doubles 
the old building and the design of 
the interior space incorporates many 
features suggested and requested 
by Edmunds teachers. Classrooms 
for the lower grades adjoin and 
each includes its own sink and 

restroom to reduce interruptions to 
absolute minimums. Teachers will 
be equipped with infrared mics to 
ensure that everyone hears them.
 “We are extremely excited to 
open our doors to students, parents 
and the community,” enthused 
Rittman on the eve of the ceremony.  
“The building is remarkable!  
Everyone is going to be amazed by 
the colors, clouds, and the furniture 
which was designed with students 
as the top priority. The building is 
providing our community with a 
new beginning, which is a wonderful 
opportunity.  We are able to bring 
back our neighborhood students.”
 Guiding visitors on tours Good 
couldn’t help smiling as he pointed 
out features like the high ceilings in 

the library and the expansive views 
of downtown. Higher ceilings and 
better outlooks are what the new 
Edmunds is all about, a beautiful 
state-of-the-art building that took as 
long to carefully plan and design as 
it did to actually build.
 “This project will cost about $14 
million (paid for by statewide penny 
revenues) from drawing board to the 
first day of school here,” Good said. 
“And it’s money very well-spent on 
an important area in the core of our 
community.” 
 That was plain to see at the 
ribbon-cutting/open house on August 
12. Two days later all those oohs and 
ahhs had subsided into the steady 
hum of starry-eyed kids whose lives 
now orbit this sunny place.

A New Edmunds 
Rises to Serve 
Students, 
Neighborhood

Continued from Page 1...

DMPS Students Heard at 
“Brave New Voices”

Last year they went to San 
Francisco to observe. This year 
they went to Chicago to compete.

The first-ever team from DMPS, 
from the state of Iowa for that 
matter, to “get free” and “go in” at 
the Brave New Voices International 
Youth Poetry Festival, August 7-11, 
returned bearing treasure in the 
form of experience, memories and 

the seeds of future growth, many 
of which will be planted in the 
curriculum of Urban Leadership 
101, a new course that award-
winning teachers Emily Lang and 
Kristopher Rollins are launching this 
year at Central Campus.
 Team DMPS was asked to 
perform their piece “DMI” at the 
“Best of BNV” show in Chicago and 
received a standing ovation!
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May is the traditional month of 
commencement but Pomp and 
Circumstance always has a nice 
ring to it, even in August.

Fifty-one more students were added 
to the DMPS Class of 2013 when 
they received their diplomas in 
the district’s third annual summer 
commencement ceremony on 
August 13 at Hoyt Sherman  
Place. Superintendent Tom  
Ahart was the guest speaker and  
he reminded the better-late-than-
never grads that the ceremony  
was called a commencement  
because it marks the beginning 
of something – their lives as 
independent persons.
 “There’s a song I like that’s 
about the fine line between a  
groove and a rut,” he said. “You’re  
in the graduation groove. Seize  
the opportunities provided by  
this diploma.”
 The newly minted grads are 
the latest products of the academic 

support labs, or ASL’s, offering 
Senior Summer School, a program 
that’s up and running at all five  
high schools and ensures that 
nobody stumbles just short of  
the finish line. Senior Summer 
School and the ceremony at Hoyt 
Sherman were made possible by 
the High School Graduation Grant 
Initiative and United Way of 
Central Iowa.
 “There’s something really special 
about summer commencement,” 
said DMPS Learning Services 
Coordinator Jamie Gilley. “It puts 
a nice finishing touch on the last 
school year right before the new  
one begins.”
 Compared to dropouts high 
school grads live longer, make 
hundreds of thousands more dollars 
during their longer lifetimes, are 
less likely to suffer from heart/lung 
disease, cancer or diabetes and more 
likely to vote. All that wrapped up 
in those diplomas – times 51. 
 No wonder they look so snazzy!

More Grads Join Class of 2013

@

“Follow,” 
“Like” and  
Be the First to 
Know About 
DMPS
As with most organizations, 
social media is playing a 
bigger and bigger role in how 
Des Moines Public Schools 
communicates.

By following DMPS on social 
media, be the first to get news 
and information from Iowa’s 
largest provider of public 
education. 

While the school district uses 
several different social media 
tools – including Flickr, 
Tumblr and YouTube – most 
announcements are made on 
Facebook, Pinterest and Twitter. 
These announcements include 
everything from student and 
teacher accomplishments to 
reminders about upcoming 
events to notices such as 
weather-related closings.

So, be the first to know all 
things DMPS in 2013-14 by 
following us at:

/ DMschools

/ DMschools

/ DMschools

The 2013 Summer Commencement was held on August 13 at Hoyt Sherman Place.
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When Should School Start?  
In Des Moines, it Never Ends! 
On August 1 the Iowa Board of 
Education voted down a proposed 
rule that would create stricter 
policies for start dates in school 
districts across the state. 

But here in Des Moines the 
statewide debate swirling around 
school start dates is almost a moot 
point because, implicit in the 
notion of start dates is an end date, 
and at DMPS learning and student 
activities take place year round.

Consider:

•	 The continuous calendar 
buildings (Capitol View 
Elementary, Moulton 
Extended Learning 
Center and River Woods 
Elementary) began the 
2013-14 school year on  
July 18.

•	 The district’s Food & 
Nutrition Department again 
delivered a free summer 
meals program, operating 
at 26 locations and serving 
in excess of 2,000 breakfasts 
and lunches daily.

•	 Metro Kids never shuts 
down, either. Throughout 
the summer top notch 
daycare was provided at 
10 district sites serving 
approximately 450 kids.

•	 Minorities on the Move 
is the summer edition 
of Movement 515, a 
multilayered program 
established by DMPS 
teachers Emily Lang and 
Kristopher Rollins which 
trains kids in everything 
from poetry to urban 
leadership. Drake University 

and United Way partnered 
with the district to make 
this cutting edge day-camp 
happen. 

•	 Everybody Wins Iowa is a 
corps of literacy mentors 
that’s in place at 11 DMPS 
schools during the regular 
calendar and also runs a 
summer program at Carver 
Community School, 
sponsored in conjunction 
with the Boys/Girls Clubs 
of Iowa.

•	 The Academic Support Labs 
(ASL) at the high schools 
were open for the business 
of Senior Summer School, 
a steadily widening effort 
that produced an additional 
46 Class of 2013 graduates 
at the third annual DMPS 
summer commencement 
ceremony on August 13.

•	 The Journalism Academy 
at North, the Honor 
Band Camp at Hoover 
and the inaugural Tech 
Camp at Central Campus 
are invitational summer 
programs aimed at 
promising middle schoolers 
from around the district.  

•	 Twelve of the 17 DMPS 
elementary and middle 
schools that are designated 
21st Century Community 
Learning Centers scheduled 
summer activities designed 
to mitigate the attrition of 
skills learned during the 
regular school year. Willard, 
Samuelson, McKinley, 
Monroe, Capitol View, 
Morris, Garton and Hillis 
elementary schools, and 
Brody, Callanan, Weeks, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
and Goodrell middle 
schools all provided 
21st CCLC summer 
programming.

•	 Lincoln High School’s 
unique Arabic program was 
back for a third summer 
this year, thanks to Mary 
Stimmel, the program’s 
director, who won a grant 
from the U.S. Department 
of Defense aimed at 
expanding knowledge 
of key world languages 
not commonly taught in 
America.

•	 Thespians from Roosevelt 
High School attended the 
50th annual International 
Thespian Festival in 
Lincoln, NE, and the 
Roughrider speech and 
 Continued on Page 5...

DMPS served more than 2,000 meals each 
day this summer.

The three continuous calendar schools 
began the new year in mid-July.
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debate team earned honors 
at the National Forensic 
League’s tournament in 
Alabama.

•	 Driver’s Ed programs were 
in high gear at both Lincoln 
and East high schools.

•	 Jump Start Back-to-
School Health Fair, an 
annual and free event that 
provides health screenings 

and supplies for students 
throughout Polk County 
was held on Saturday,  
July 27th at East High 
School.

You get the idea. There’s no better 
case in point than here in Des 
Moines that schoolwork just 
doesn’t fit between Labor Day and 
Memorial Day anymore.

When Should School Start?  
In Des Moines, It Never Ends!

Ten candidates will be on the 
ballot when voters go to the polls 
on September 10 to fill four seats 
on the Des Moines school board.

This election will be the first under the 
director district format adopted by voters 
in 2011 which elects representatives from 
each of four districts. Two of the new district 
seats will be up for grabs this year and the 
other two will be decided in 2015 when 
the changeover is completed.  Three of the 
seven spots on the Board will remain at-large 
seats.  In the past, all Des Moines school 
board members were elected  at-large. 
Each of the new state certified director 
districts encompasses at least one of the five 
comprehensive DMPS high schools.
 Two candidates are running in District 
2 on the north side and three have filed in 
District 4 on the south side. Five candidates 
are seeking the two at-large positions at stake.
 All of the candidates are running for 
four-year terms.
 The field includes three incumbents: 
Connie Boesen, Teree Caldwell-Johnson 
and Joe Jongeward. Board President Dick 
Murphy, whose term expires this fall, is not 
seeking re-election. The candidates are:

District 2: 
• Toussaint Cheatom, 44 

1108 Forest Avenue

• Edward W. Linebach III, 54 
4137 11th Place 

District 4: 
• Darlene Blake, 66 

2906 Rose Avenue
• Teree Caldwell-Johnson, 57 

3907 S.W. 29th Street
• Joel Doyle, 52 

4216 S.W. 12th Street 

At-large: 
• Rob X. Barron, 33 

4220 Holland Drive
• Connie Boesen, 62 

3011 Don Lee Court
• Joe Jongewaard, 65 

4039 Ovid Avenue
• Heather A. Ryan, 41 

2714 Cleveland Avenue
• Shane P. Schulte, 43 

5011 Harwood Drive

Historically, voter turnout in local school 
board elections is low despite the fact 
that these grassroots bodies control 
the budgetary purse strings and set a 
community’s educational priorities. When 
the director district format was brought 
before the voters one of the arguments in 
support of it was that the opportunity to 
elect representatives from one’s own 

neighborhood would spur increased  
voter turnout.
 Board members in Des Moines serve 
without pay even though, according to a 
report prepared for the National School 
Boards Association, “Substantial numbers of 
board members…especially those in large 
districts, spend 20 or more hours a week 
on board affairs.”
 It doesn’t take nearly that long to 
examine the candidates and go to the polls 
to record your choice. Please vote on 
September 10.

School Board Election:  
10 Candidates Vie for 4 Seats

Continued from Page 4...

2013 School Board Election
Tuesday, September 10
Polls are open 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM

For more information, contact the Polk 
County Election Office.

The first ever Tech Camp was held  
at Central Campus this summer.



Jessica Lysinger earned a bronze 
medal in Job Interview.

Des Moines Public Schools 
(DMPS) was awarded $610,064 to 
expand the district’s AmeriCorps 
program. The funds come from 
ICVS and the Corporation for 
National and Community Service’s 
nationally competitive Governor 
and Mayor Initiative. Des Moines 
Public Schools will place 68 
AmeriCorps members in 49  
schools across the district to  
increase academic performance  
and student engagement.
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This regular feature of the DMPS Community Report highlights awards and achievements of district students and staff. 
Please let us know if you have a notable achievement to share by e-mailing Sarah Taylor at sarah.taylor@dmschools.org. 
Here are some achievements from the past few months.

Celebrating Our Achievements

Baseball and Softball 
Teams Garner Accolades
 
East High softball players Jamie 
Reynolds, outfielder, was selected 
for the CIML Metro All-Conference 
First Team; pitcher April Brown was 
selected for second team.

The following East High baseball 
players were selected for the CIML 
Metro All-Conference First Team: 
junior pitcher Colby Carmichael, 
junior pitcher Robert Hansen; 
sophomore 1st baseman Chino 
Alcala, junior outfielder Malique 
Ziegler, and sophomore utility 
player Connor Enochs. Second 
Team selections were junior pitcher 
Austin Byrkett, and junior infielder 
Tyler Aswegan.

In addition, Carmichael, Alcala, 
Hansen and Ziegler were all named 
to the Iowa Newspaper Association’s 
Class 4A All-State First Team.

Five Lincoln High softball players 
were selected for CIML Metro 

All-Conference Teams. First Team 
selections were Shelby Davis and 
April Walker. Second Team selections 
were Natalie Vasquez, Lauren 
Poortinga, and Bailey Zepeda.
The following Lincoln High 
baseball players were selected for 
the CIML Metro All-Conference 
First Team: Jared Herzog, Blake 
Mahoney, and Mason Downing. 
Second team selections were Clay 
Kern and Sabonis Smith.

North High baseball player  
Kalob Russell was selected for  
the CIML Metro All-Conference 
First Team. North High softball 
player Annie Hayes was selected  
for the CIML Metro All-
Conference Second Team. 

Hoover High softball players  
Taylor Blackford and Natalie 
Clark were selected for the CIML 
Metro All-Conference First Team. 
Madisen Blackford and Kerigan 
Torres of Hoover were selected for 
the Second Team.

Hoover High baseball players Matt 
Pudans and Colton Blackford were 
selected for the CIML Metro All-
Conference Second Team.

Roosevelt High baseball player Will 
Percival was selected for the CIML 
Metro All-Conference First Team. 
Roosevelt High softball player Kaitlyn 
Hayes was selected for the second team.

Additional Summer 
Awards and Recognitions

McKinley Elementary School 
was awarded $10,000 from the 
Snapdragon Book Foundation in 
July to purchase library materials to 
support the school’s reading program.

Central Campus Culinary Arts 
students competed and earned medals 
at the national FCCLA competition 
in July. The Culinary Arts team 
of Charles Machamer, Xavier 
Powers, and Ken Sayavong earned 
a silver medal. The Entrepreneurship 
team of Allison Ross and Colton 
Ruegsegger earned a silver medal. 

Central Campus cullinary arts students earned national recognition at the recent 
FCCLA competition.
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Kregg Cuellar is the new Chief 
Schools Officer. Kregg began his 
career in education as a special 
education teacher in Houston, 
Texas in 2002.  He has been an 
administrator at K-12 districts in 
Houston as well as serving as an 
adjunct professor at the University 
of St. Thomas and the University of 
Houston-Victoria. He most recently 
was Executive Director of School 
Transformation at Providence 
Public Schools in Providence, 
Rhode Island.

Corey Harris is the new Director 
of Middle Schools for DMPS. His 
previous positions include high school 
principal positions in Minn., Okla., 
and Tenn. Most recently he was 
Senior Director of Uplift Education 
in Dallas, Texas. 

Matt Smith is the new Executive 
Director of Learning Services & 
Student Activities. He served as 
principal at North High School 
from 2010-2013. Prior to that, 
Smith was a principal at Lake View 
High School in San Angelo, Texas. 
He began his career in education 

teaching 8th grade science at Teague 
Middle School in Houston, Texas. 

Anne Sullivan is the new Chief 
Human Resources Officer. She 
comes from Area Education Agency 
267 in Cedar Falls where she served 
as Assistant Chief Administrator 
and Director of Human Resources. 
Anne’s past positions include 
associate clinical professor in the 
education division at the University 
of Iowa, associate superintendent 
for Ankeny Community Schools, 
and superintendent for Norwalk 
Community Schools.

Wayne Knutson is the district’s 
new Leadership and Development 
Coach. He will work with new 
principals to foster and support 
professional growth and collaboration, 
best instructional practices and high 
student achievement. Knutson is a 
long-time employee of the district, 
most recently serving as principal of 
Park Avenue Elementary School.

Alisa Zapata-Farmer is the 
new Director of High Schools. 
She has been the principal of W.I. 

DMPS Welcomes New  
Administrators in 2013-14

Stevenson Middle School in Houston, 
Texas since 2008 and has served as 
an elementary principal and assistant 
principal in Houston.

Angela Constable is now a zone 
supervisor in the Special Education 
Department. She previously was a 
lead support person for the South 
Zone since 2006 and served as both 
a special ed consultant and teacher in 
the district since 1989.

Carlyn Cox is the new 
Elementary Director for Teaching 
& Learning. Cox has been with 
DMPS since 2004 when she began 
her career as a teacher at Garton 
Elementary. She previously served 
as Elementary Literacy Curriculum 
Coordinator and is also currently an 
adjunct professor at Drake.

The annual Polk County Jumpstart 
Back to School Health Fair was held 
on July 27th at East High School 
and again piled up some impressive 
numbers getting kids prepped and 
ready to go. Marci Cordaro, DMPS 
Health Services Supervisor, reports 
that 1,800 backpacks were distributed 
filled with school supplies and 1,189 
physical exams were administered, not 
to mention 560 dental screenings, 107 
mental wellness checkups and 250 
immunizations! All of the services were 
provided free of charge.

Thousands Served  
At Annual Health Fair

New DMPS Administrators: Anne Sullivan, Corey Harris, Alisa Zapata-Farmer  
and Kregg Cuellar
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Sherry Amos is the new principal 
at Morris Elementary School. She 
was the principal at McKinley 
Elementary School from 2010-2013. 
She also served as dean and literacy 
leader at McKinley before becoming 
the school’s principal. Prior to 
coming to Des Moines, she was an 
elementary teacher and principal in 

Houston, Texas.
 Amos is excited to begin the school year at Morris.
 “I loved my years at McKinley working with the 
wonderful students, families and staff, but am excited 
about the new challenge of a larger school at Morris 
Elementary,” she commented. “I know the Morris 
community works very hard, and I am excited to be a 
part of this team!”
 Amos has Bachelor’s degrees in elementary 
education and early childhood education, both from the 
University of Northern Iowa; and a Master’s degree in 
administration and supervision from the University  
of Houston.

Dianna Anderson is the new 
principal at Park Avenue Elementary 
School. Her entire educational 
career has been with Des Moines 
Public Schools, beginning as a 
substitute teacher in 1991. She has 
been at Howe Elementary School 
since 2006, serving as principal 
for the past five years. She also has 

been a dean at both Brubaker and Lovejoy elementary 
schools, and taught first and fourth grades at Lovejoy.
 “I am looking forward to working with our 
students, staff and families to build on the progress at 
Park Avenue school, including our IB curriculum,” said 
Anderson.
 Anderson has a BS in elementary education from 
Iowa State University and a Masters of educational 
leadership from Viterbo University.

Kevin Biggs is the new principal 
at Roosevelt High School. Kevin 
was the activities/athletic director 
at Ankeny Community Schools 
from 2011-2013. He also served as 
assistant principal at Mission Viejo 
High School in California from 
2008-2011.
 Biggs is glad to be in Des 

Moines and anxious to get the school year started. 
 “The community pride and traditions of excellence 
at Roosevelt High School are staggering – to be named 
the next principal of such a distinguished institution 
is both humbling and exciting,” he said. “The entire 
staff is 100 percent committed to student learning and 
success – that excites me greatly and I am honored to be 
working with such an invested group of professionals. 
Go Riders!”
 Biggs holds a BA in music business management 
with a business minor from the University of the 
Pacific in Stockton, California and a MA in educational 
leadership and administrative license from California 
State University.

Jill Burke is the new principal at 
Howe Elementary School. Most 
recently, she served as dean of 
students at Monroe Elementary 
School since 2011. Burke began 
her educational career in Iowa as a 
middle school reading and language 
arts teacher in Colfax-Mingo. She 
spent several years as an educator in 

Arizona, where she served as a teacher, academic coach 
and assistant principal with the Buckeye Elementary 
School District.
 “It’s a great honor to be Howe’s next principal,” said 
Burke. “I am looking forward to working with everyone 
in the school’s community to build upon Howe’s solid 
foundation to help every student succeed.”
 Burke has a BS in elementary education from Iowa 
State University and a M.Ed. in educational leadership 
from Northern Arizona University.

Continued on Page 9...

Fourteen Schools Welcome New Principals
Fourteen schools welcome new principals this year. Many of the new principals held jobs in other capacities within the 
district in previous years, a few transferred to different schools, and some of them are brand new to the district. Here’s a 
bit more information about each of them.
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Lois Brass is the new principal 
at McKinley Elementary School. 
Brass was the principal at Findley 
Elementary School from 2007-
2011 and most recently was the 
K-12 counseling and destination 
graduation coordinator for DMPS.  
She also has been assistant principal 
at Findley and dean of students at 

River Woods Elementary. In addition to having worked 
as an elementary school teacher and counselor earlier 
in her career, she spent nearly nine years as the student 
services coordinator at the Drake University School  
of Education. 
 Brass is enjoying being back in a school building 
and is anxious for the students to return.
 “The energy is amazing here at McKinley 
Elementary School,” said Brass. “McKinley has a 
dedicated, caring staff coupled with students who are 
excited to learn and families who support that learning. 
I look forward to getting to know the students and their 
families as well as working with the staff to facilitate 
success for all McKinley students.”
 Brass has a BS in secondary education, a MS 
in elementary school counseling, and an Ed.S in 
educational leadership, all from Drake University.

Cheri Dixon is the new 
principal at Moulton Extended 
Learning Center. She has spent her 
educational career in Texas, most 
recently serving as the principal at 
Green Valley Elementary School in 
Galena Park for seven years. Her 
previous positions include serving 
as an assistant principal and teacher.  

Students and staff are already back to work at Moulton 
where they follow a year-round calendar and started the 
2013-2014 school year on July 18.
 “Our theme at Moulton this year will be ‘Success 
is the ONLY Option!’” explained Dixon. “We will be 
focusing on teacher and student success. I truly believe 
that given the right tools and motivation, our students 
will be able to accomplish anything they put their 
minds to. I am very excited to see how much progress 
the Moulton students will make this year, with the  
right people cheering them on. I am here to serve  
and encourage all of our campus staff, students, and 

parents to help Moulton be the best school in  
Des Moines.”
 Dixon holds a BA in elementary education from Buena 
Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa and a MA in education 
administration and supervision from the University of 
Houston. She is a native of Mason City, Iowa.

Gregory Grylls is the new 
principal at Cowles Montessori School. 
He has worked for Des Moines Public 
Schools since 2000. He was a teacher 
at King Elementary, dean of students 
at King and Carver Elementaries, 
served as school improvement leader 
at McCombs Middle School during 
the 2012-2013 school year, and also 

currently serves as the district’s Kofu, Japan Sister-City 
Coordinator. Grylls is thrilled to begin the new school year 
in a new role as the principal of Cowles.
 “As the new principal I am both honored and excited 
to join the Cowles Montessori School,” he commented. 
“Cowles has an impressive history and I look forward to 
building upon the Montessori traditions and successes.”
 He has a BA in elementary education from Central 
College in Pella and a MA in education administration 
from Iowa State University.

Cory Heaberlin is the new 
principal at Madison Elementary 
School. He was previously a special 
education teacher at King and 
Studebaker Elementary Schools 
and an instructional coach at 
Brubaker Elementary School before 
becoming dean of students at Carver 
Elementary in 2011. 

Heaberlin is anxious to get to know everyone in the 
Madison community.
 “Over the course of my career I have heard 
wonderful things about the staff and students of 
Madison Elementary,” he said. “Therefore, I am excited 
to join the Lions and look forward to supporting the 
good work they are doing for Des Moines families.”
 Heaberlin has a BA in elementary education 
from Iowa State University and a MA in educational 
leadership from Drake University.

Fourteen Schools Welcome New Principals
Continued from Page 8...

Continued on Page 10...
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Marsha Kerper is the new 
principal of Capitol View Elementary 
located in downtown Des Moines. 
She has been employed with the 
district for over 25 years, most 
recently serving as the principal of 
Madison Elementary School for 10 
years. Kerper also was an elementary 
teacher for 15 years at Brooks, 

Madison and Pleasant Hill Elementary Schools and was 
dean of students at Monroe Elementary for one year.
 Capitol View students and staff follow year-round 
calendar and started the 2013-2014 school year on July 
18 after a short summer break.
 “I am very excited to be returning to the 
neighborhood in which I first began my career with Des 
Moines Public Schools 25 years ago,” she expressed. 
“Capitol View is a beautiful facility and I am really 
looking forward to the opportunity to work with a new 
group of the district’s hard-working, dedicated teachers 
and support staff. “ 
 Kerper holds a Bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education from the University of Northern Iowa and 
a Master’s Degree in educational leadership from Iowa 
State University.

Renita Lord is the new principal 
at Garton Elementary School where 
she has served as dean of students 
since 2010. She has been a DMPS 
employee since 1995 beginning 
her employee as a teacher with 
the Head Start program and then 
teaching elementary school at 
McKinley, Morris, and South Union 

Elementary Schools. 
 Lord is thrilled to continue working at Garton this 
year as the school’s principal.
 “I have had the pleasure of working with staff, 
students and parents over the last three years and 
am excited to continue to work with the Garton 
community to move our building forward,” she said. “I 
know how great the community is and am pleased to 
serve as their building principal.”
 She holds BA degrees in early childhood education 
and elementary education and a MA in educational 
leadership from Drake University.

Deb Markert is the new 
principal at Hoyt Middle School. 
She spent eight years at Goodrell 
Middle School as their assistant 
principal. Prior to coming to 
Goodrell she was a vice principal at 
Johnston High School, a Smaller 
Learning Communities coordinator 
at East High School, and a social 

studies teacher at Hoyt Middle School and East High 
School. Deb received her MA in education leadership 
and BA in education from Iowa State University.
 Markert is eager to make a difference at Hoyt.
 “I am returning to Hoyt, which is where I had my 
first teaching position for nine years,” she explained. 
“I am excited to be back at Hoyt. I look forward to 
working with the families and staff to support our 
students so that they can have a positive experience and 
be successful in middle school.”
 

Jaynette Rittman is the new 
principal at Edmunds Elementary. 
Edmunds students and staff began 
the 2013-2014 school year in a 
brand new building on August 14. 
 Rittman’s background includes 
teaching in California and Des 
Moines Public Schools. She has been 
an administrator with Des Moines 

Public Schools since 2001, serving as vice principal of 
the Mann Watrous Elementary School, principal of 
Adams Elementary School, and since 2007 has been 
principal of Garton Elementary School. 
 Now Rittman is moving to a school located in the 
heart of the city.
 “I am extremely honored and very excited to have 
this wonderful opportunity to open the new Edmunds 
Elementary,” she stated. “It is a beautiful building with 
a great deal of natural lighting, spacious classrooms and 
hallways, and vibrant colors. Our staff and students 
are thrilled with their new building. The excitement 
is contagious and I know there will be amazing 
happenings at Edmunds in the years ahead.”
 Rittman holds a BS in elementary education 
from the University of Oklahoma and an MS in 
administration from Drake University. 

Fourteen Schools Welcome New Principals
Continued from Page 9...

Continued on Page 11...
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Mike Vukovich is the new 
principal at North High School. He 
previously was a school improvement 
leader and vice principal at North. 
Before heading to North, he was 
interim vice principal at Hoover High 
School and the Hoover High  
head boys’ basketball coach.  
Mike previously taught social studies 

at North Springs High School in Atlanta, Georgia. He 
holds a BA in history education from Southern Illinois 
University and a MA in educational leadership from  
Iowa State University.
 Vukovich is thrilled to have the chance to continue 
the recent positive progress at North and anticipates 
another successful school year.
 “I am excited to welcome back our wonderful 
students, faculty and community members from what 
I hope was a relaxing summer break,” he said. “We are 
going to do some amazing things this year at North. Go 
Polar Bears!”

Jennifer Williams is the new 
principal of Stowe Elementary School. 
She has been with Des Moines Public 
Schools for over 20 years, most recently 
serving as school improvement leader 
at East High School. Prior to that, she 
was the district’s K-12 special education 
curriculum facilitator for seven years 
and taught special education at Stowe 

and Rice Elementary Schools.
 Williams lives in the Stowe neighborhood and is a 
graduate of East High School herself. She is happy to return 
to the school where she taught for many years.
 “I am thrilled to be coming home to the Stowe 
community,” she commented. “Students at Stowe are 
receiving a well-rounded educational opportunity that gets 
stronger every year. It is my goal to keep this momentum 
moving forward, and that we will become even stronger as 
learners and members of our global society.” 
 Williams earned a BA in elementary education from 
Iowa State and a MA in educational leadership from 
Viterbo University.

Fourteen Schools Welcome New Principals
Continued from Page 10...

Some Facts and Figures  
For the New School Year
METRO KIDS CARE
Metro Kids Care hours will be from 6:30 a.m. until 5:45 p.m. on days when school is in 
session. Regional day care is available on non-school days, Monday through Friday, from 6:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., except on legal holidays. 
 The annual registration fee is $25 and weekly fees are $52 for a.m. only; $63/week for 
a.m. only and Wednesday early outs only; $22/session for Wednesday early outs only; $60 for 
p.m. only; $74 for a.m./p.m. Full-day regional care is $135 per week. 
 For more information on Metro Kids Care, call 242-7951.

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION
If you are new to the Des Moines Public Schools and need to register a student, please 
contact the Welcome Center at 242-7371.

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
For information about early childhood programs, please call one of the following numbers: 

• Preschool: 242-7234 
• Head Start: 242-7588 
• Special Education: 242-8213 
• Montessori: 242-7818

Elementary School Hours
Group 1: 8:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Group 2: 8:35 a.m. to 3:20 p.m.
Downtown School: 8:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Perkins: 8:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Smouse: 8:10 a.m. to 2:55 p.m.

Middle School Hours
7:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Harding: 8:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
McCombs: 7:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Meredith:  7:40 a.m. to 2:25 p.m.
Gateway:  7:45 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.

High School Hours
7:40 a.m. to 2:35 p.m.
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2013-2014 School Year

View the full list of district calendar events on our website at dmschools.org/events

JULY

4   Holiday – no classes, offices  
  closed
9   School Board Meeting
18   First day of school for   
  Continuous Calendar   
  Schools 

AUGUST

6   School Board Meeting
13-14  First-year teachers report
15-16  New to district teacher  
  training
20   School Board Meeting
19-20  All teachers and associates  
  report
22   First day of school –   
  adjusted early dismissal

SEPTEMBER

2   Holiday – no classes, offices  
  closed
3   School Board Meeting
10   School Board Election
17   School Board Meeting

OCTOBER

1   School Board Meeting
15   School Board Meeting
25   Teacher EQ development –  
       no classes for students

NOVEMBER

5   School Board Meeting
19   School Board Meeting
27   No school for teachers or  
  students 
28-29  Holiday – no classes, offices  
  closed

DECEMBER

10   School Board Meeting
23-1/1 Winter recess – no classes
24-25  Holiday – no classes, offices  
  closed
31   Holiday – no classes, offices  
  closed

JANUARY

1   Holiday – no classes, offices  
  closed
2   First day of school after  
  winter recess
7   School Board Meeting
16   First day of second semester
20   MLK Day – no classes for  
  teachers or students
21   School Board Meeting

FEBRUARY

4   School Board Meeting
18   School Board Meeting

MARCH

11   School Board Meeting
14-21  Spring Recess – no classes

APRIL

1   School Board Meeting
15   School Board Meeting
23   No school for 9th, 10th  
  and 12th grade students.  
  11th graders attend a.m. for  
  ACT testing
24   No school for 11th grade  
            students. 9th, 10th and   
            12th graders attend a.m.  
            only.

MAY

6   School Board Meeting
19-22  Senior Finals Week
20   School Board Meeting
23   Last day of school for   
  12th grade
26   Memorial Day - no school
29   Last day of school for 
            elementary and middle 
            schools
30   Last day of school for high 
            schools

JUNE

2-6  Reserved for inclement  
  weather make-up days
3   School Board Meeting
17   School Board Meeting

Adjusted Dismissal  
Every Wednesday

The school board approved adjusted 
dismissals for the 2013-2014 
school year. All schools will have 
an adjusted dismissal schedule on 
Wednesdays ONLY:

•	 All Middle Schools – school 
day ends at 1:00 p.m.

•	 All High Schools – school 
day ends at 1:05 p.m.

•	 Elementary Schools – please 
check with your school for 
dismissal times.
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More DMPS News and Information  
Available Online and On Air

Des Moines Public Schools is the largest provider of public education in Iowa, which 
means one newsletter alone cannot provide all of the information or share all of 
the stories about everything taking place in your school district. More news and 
information is always available online and on air. 

ONLINE
You can find information on our schools, news stories, data, contacts, and more on  
the DMPS web site at www.dmschools.org. In addition, follow DMPS on the following 
social media sites:

•  Facebook: facebook.com/dmschools
•  Twitter: twitter.com/dmschools
•  Pinterest: pinterest.com/dmschools

ON THE AIR 
Tune in to DMPS-TV on Mediacom Cable channels 85 and 97-3 at  
any time to see stories about programs and events from throughout the school 
district. If you do not subscribe to cable television, you can still view stories online at 
www.dmschools. org.  And if you’re in the mood for interesting talk and music, tune  
into Des Moines Public Schools’ own radio station - KDPS 88.1 - where your hosts 
are students from Central Campus and GrandView University.

The Des Moines Independent Community School District does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status 
(for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) 
in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for 
processing complaints of discrimination.  If you have questions or a grievance related to this 
policy, please contact the district’s Equity Coordinator Patricia Lantz, General Counsel, 901 
Walnut Street, Des Moines, IA  50309; phone: 515.242.7837; email:  patricia.lantz@dmschools.org.
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East Baseball Returns 
To State for the First 
Time Since 1998

The East High baseball team compiled 
a glossy 37-5 record, rising to 3rd in 
the state rankings and advancing all 
the way to the semifinals of the state 
tournament before losing to eventual 
4A champion Johnston. Hopes will 
be high for an even better season 
next summer as the team loses 
only two seniors and four returning 
members (juniors Colby Carmichael, 
Robert Hansen and Malique Ziegler, 
and sophomore Chino Alcala) were 
named to the Class 4A All-State 
first team by the Iowa Newspaper 
Association.
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