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In March, the Iowa Department of 
Education released their annual report 
for the four-year graduation rate of 
the Class of 2013 and the five-year 
graduation rate of the Class of 2012.

Des Moines Public Schools had increases 
in both rates, as well as a decrease in the 
dropout rate.
 The Class of 2013 at Des Moines 
Public Schools had a graduation rate of 
79.36%, an increase of 0.21% over the 
previous year and the highest since Iowa 
began using its current graduation rate 
formula in 2009.
 Statewide figures also show an overall 
increase in the percentage of Iowa high 
school students who completed high 

school in four years, with a statewide 
graduation rate of 89.68% for 2013 
compared to 89.26% for 2012.
 Des Moines Public Schools also saw 
an increase in the five-year graduation rate 
to 82.89% for the Class of 2012, up from 
81% for the Class of 2011.
 The graduation rate for Des Moines 
has increased nearly seven percent since 
the State of Iowa first started using this 
formula for the Class of 2009.
 The Iowa Department of Education 
also released dropout rates for school 
districts across the state.
 Des Moines Public Schools saw 
another decline. The grade 7-12 dropout 
rate for 2013 was 4.16%, down from 

DMPS Continues Increase in Graduation 
Rate, Decrease in Dropout Rate
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4.73% the previous year. The grade 
9-12 dropout rate for 2011-12 was 
6.3%, down from 7.05% in 2012 
and the lowest dropout rate at 
DMPS under the new formula.

DMPS Continues 
Increase in  
Graduation Rate,  
Decrease in  
Dropout Rate

Continued from Page 1...

District Budget for 2014-15  
Is Approved and Ratified

The Des Moines School Board 
unanimously approved the school 
district’s FY 2014-15 budget. The 
budget, which proposes maximum 
expenditures of $506,442,188, 
includes a small reduction in taxes 
along with the addition of 30 
new positions, most of them in 
classrooms.

As Superintendent Ahart notes in 
his cover letter to the FY 2014-15 
preliminary budget: “This year, we have 
much greater stability and knowledge 
as we move forward with the 2014-15 
budget process. First, the District is in the 
middle of two-year collective bargaining 
agreements with employee groups. Two-
year agreements have allowed for better 
planning of staffing costs, which account 
for more than 80% of our budget. Second, 
the Iowa General Assembly last year 
approved legislation which set allowable 
growth for two years, so we know what 
is expected in State funding. These two 
factors have enabled DMPS to forecast 
with a greater degree of certainty our 
major revenues and expenditures, and 

enable us to do an even better job of 
focusing resources on our key mission:  
the education of more than 32,000 
students.”
 In order to make sure revenue and 
resources are best used to meet the 
educational needs of our students and 
schools, the School Board set parameters 
to be used in establishing the district’s 
budget, including:

• Meet and stay within Board 
Management Limitations.

• Maintain financial health; provide 
a balanced budget.

• Keep District Student 
Expectations and Board Beliefs at 
the forefront.

• Review status of all levies; make 
strategic adjustments as needed.

• Seek input from the Citizens’ 
Budget Advisory Committee 
(CBAC) on budget priorities.

• Seek input from the Employees’ 
Budget Advisory Committee 
(EBAC) on budget priorities.

• Continue to seek operational 
efficiencies and improve 
operational effectiveness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Continue to focus on drop-out 
prevention and graduation rate 
improvement strategies.

• Focus on strategies to close the 
achievement gap.

• Improve ELL programming.
• Continue to assess needs and 

evaluate programming to: 
 

1. Create innovative 
programs to meet unmet 
needs;

2. Maintain or grow 
programs that are 
demonstrating success;

3. Strategically abandon 
programs that do not 
demonstrate value.

Think. Learn. Grow.

BUDGET
PRELIMINARY

FISCAL YEAR 2014-15
 



customers, partners and stakeholders 
save energy and cut greenhouse 
gas emissions,” said EPA Deputy 
Administrator Bob Perciasepe. “Their 
commitment to saving energy helps 
fight climate change while also helping 
their bottom line.”
 “It feels good,” said James 
Wilkerson, Facilities Services Director 
for DMPS, upon learning the district 
was being honored with a three-peat. 
“It represents years of hard work 
and dedication to the energy culture 
change within the district.”
 Wilkerson said through projects 
large and small, and educating 
staff and students about energy 
conservation, DMPS has reduced its 
overall energy expenditures by $2.8 
million over the last five years.
 “We’re protecting the environment 
but at the end of day it’s also 
financial,” Wilkerson said. “Energy 
costs are general fund expenditures, 
so it comes out of the same money 
that buys textbooks and pays salaries. 
So we save money that can be used in 
other places in our budget.”
 The winners were selected 
from 16,000 Energy Star partners, 
including manufacturers, retailers, 
public schools, hospitals, real estate 
companies, and home builders, for 
their dedication to protecting the 
environment through greater  
energy efficiency.

District Receives 2014 Energy Star  
Partner of the Year Honors (Again!)
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Thank You  
MidAmerican Energy
Des Moines Public Schools’ efforts to improve energy 
efficiency are paying off in many different ways. One 
is financial. Ken Setzkorn of MidAmerican Energy 
attended a recent School Board meeting and presented 
Superintendent Tom Ahart with a rebate check for 
$549,968 due to increased energy efficiency.

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) announced that  
Des Moines Public Schools (DMPS) 
will receive the 2014 Energy Star 
Partner of the Year Awards for 
Climate Communications and 
Sustained Excellence. This is  
the third consecutive year the 
school district has received a 
partner award.

As one of the country’s 10 Climate 
Communications winners, Des 
Moines Public Schools has raised 
the awareness of students, teachers, 
families and the community about 
the impacts of climate change. 

DMPS has created communications 
that encourage their customers to 
combat climate change with the help 
of Energy Star and emphasize how 
energy-efficient behaviors have a 
positive effect on the environment.
 The school district was also one 
of 72 Sustained Excellence winners 
that continue to exhibit exceptional 
leadership year after year in the 
Energy Star program while remaining 
dedicated to environmental protection 
through superior energy efficiency.
 “EPA applauds this year’s Energy 
Star Partner of the Year Award 
winners, who have demonstrated 
innovative strategies to help their 



painting a full and accurate picture 
of where DMPS, this state, and the 
nation stand in the effort to fulfill 
the American promise of equal 
access to quality public education. 
Harkin’s bill would boost funding 
for Pre-K programs serving low 
income families and enhance other 
services that support them and their 
preschool aged children.
 “In our last hearing one of the 
witnesses reported that 90% of the 
children of parents in the top 20% 
of earners have access to preschool,” 
Harkin said in his opening remarks. 
“Only 65% of children in the 
bottom 40% receive preschool 
instruction. That disparity in access 
is simply unacceptable.”
 Guest’s emphasis was on what 
needs to be addressed by any 
legislation aimed at making Pre-K 
education truly universal.
 “Community engagement is 
the key element in maximizing 
participation,” Guest said. “We 
scramble for grants from community 
agencies to fund social workers and 
home visits that augment the actual 

instruction we provide at our sites. 
Policies to improve access and target 
at-risk children and their families 
need to be part of the legislation.”
 Also testifying was State 
Senator Herman Quirmbach from 
Ames who chairs the Education 
Committee of the Iowa Senate. He 
noted the cruel irony that currently 
those children who research 
demonstrates profit most from 
quality Pre-K instruction are the 
least likely to receive it. While  
90% of Iowa’s school districts  
offer preschool services, only 65%  
of the state’s four year-olds are  
being served. In Des Moines, 
the state’s largest district, 70% 
of students qualify for free-and-
reduced-price meals, the leading 
indicator of poverty. 
 Harkin is hopeful of advancing 
his federal legislation later this spring 
with the help of ammunition he 
amasses at public hearings like the 
one at Mitchell.
 “I intend to pass this bill out 
of my committee before Memorial 
Day,” he declared.
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Senate Hearing 
at DMPS Focuses 
on Preschool  
Access
U.S. Senator Tom Harkin spent 
time last month at Mitchell 
Education Center, presiding over 
a hearing about the importance 
of expanding access to early 
childhood education.
 
One of the officials providing 
testimony for the record at Doing 
What’s Right: Preparing Iowa’s 
Children for Success in School and 
Beyond, was Susie Guest, the DMPS 
Director of Early Childhood 
Programs.
 Field hearings are one of the 
ways that Senator Harkin seeks 
to marshal support for preschool 
legislation he’s introduced as the 
Chairman of the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee.
 The testimony of Guest and 
other expert witnesses is critical in 

U.S. Senator Tom Harkin, chairman of the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions, chairs a hearing on early childhood education at the Mitchell Education Center.



•	 The building is centrally 
located within the school 
district and adjacent to 
downtown, providing easier 
and more convenient access 
for visitors.

•	 The building is in “move 
in” condition for the school 
district with the only major 
change being upgrades to 
more efficient mechanical 
systems to lower operational 
costs.

•	 The building includes 110 
parking spaces, saving more 
than $80,000 per year the 
district currently spends 
on downtown parking for 
employees.

“For the school district, this 
transaction is a win-win in that we 
are able to utilize existing buildings 
to meet our needs at a cost far less 
than building new classrooms or 
offices from the ground up,” said 
Bill Good, chief operations officer 
for Des Moines Public Schools. “If 
we were to start a similar project 
from scratch, it would cost $9 
million or more. This meets both 
our educational and administrative 
needs at a fraction of that price.”
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DMPS Office Move Would Expand  
Downtown Classroom Space

Des Moines Public Schools has 
made an offer of $1.6 million to 
purchase the current headquarters 
of the Iowa Lottery, located at 
2323 Grand Avenue in Des Moines, 
to serve as the administrative 
offices for the school district. 

If agreed to by both the Des Moines 
School Board and the Iowa Lottery 
Authority Board, moving the 
district offices will allow the Walnut 
Street School to grow in its current 
location, providing more educational 
choices for parents as both housing 
and corporate offices continue to 
expand in downtown Des Moines. 
Both the current DMPS offices 
and the Walnut Street School, an 
International Baccalaureate school, 
are located at 901 Walnut Street.
 “This move is a cost-effective 
way for the school district to 
expand a school that has a real 
need for additional space while 
at the same time making use of 
an existing building in the city to 
better meet our office needs” said 
Superintendent Tom Ahart. 
 Some of the key benefits  
that would result from the  
purchase include:

Expand Downtown Education

•	 As both downtown  
housing and corporate  
offices continue to expand, 
the district has a need  
for more downtown 
classroom space.

•	 The Walnut Street School 
turns away approximately  
50 kindergarten students 
each year due to lack  
of space.

•	 The Walnut Street School 
is currently a two-section 
school with nearly 300 
students.

•	 Remodeling additional 
space at 901 Walnut Street, 
currently used for district 
offices, is a cost-effective way 
to enable the school to grow 
to a three section school, or 
more, over time.

More Efficient DMPS Office Space

•	 2323 Grand Avenue uses  
an existing building for 
district offices, saving several 
million dollars in new 
construction costs.

Walnut Street School would expand to 
meet downtown educational needs  if the 
district offices move to a new location.

Des Moines Public Schools has made an offer to purchase the current headquarters  
of the Iowa Lottery to serve as the administrative offices for the school district. 
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New Principal Assignments for 2014-15 Announced

Des Moines Public Schools 
has announced new building 
principal assignments for 
the 2014-15 school year for 
schools at all levels across 
the district.  

All new principals will officially begin 
their new roles on July 1, although 
each will be working on a transition 
plan with their new schools 
between now and then.

CALLANAN  
MIDDLE  
SCHOOL

GOODRELL
MIDDLE
SCHOOL

LOVEJOY
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

FINDLEY
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

JACKSON
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

CARVER
COMMUNITY
SCHOOL

HOOVER
HIGH SCHOOL

MEREDITH
MIDDLE
SCHOOL

Dawn Stahly, currently the principal at 
Goodrell Middle School, will become 
the principal at Callanan Middle School. 
She will replace Doug Callaway, who 
will become the new vice principal 
at Roosevelt High School. Callanan is 
located at 3010 Center Street and serves 
approximately 620 students in grades 6-8.

Craig Leager, currently the principal at 
Walnut Street School, will become the 
principal at Goodrell Middle School. He 
will replace Dawn Stahly, who is moving 
to Callanan Middle School. Goodrell is 
located at 3300 E. 29th Street and serves 
nearly 620 students in grades 6-8. Both 
Goodrell and Walnut Street schools are 
International Baccalaureate schools.

Shelly Pospeshil, currently a curriculum 
coordinator at the Johnston school district 
and a former school improvement leader 
in Des Moines, will become principal at 
Lovejoy Elementary School. She replaces 
Bill Szackas, who is the new principal at 
South Union Elementary School.  Lovejoy, 
located at 801 E. Kenyon Avenue, serves 
350 students in grades K-5.

Barb Adams, currently the school 
improvement leader at South Union 
Elementary School and previously the 
mathematics curriculum coordinator for 
DMPS, will become the principal at Findley 
Elementary School. She will replace Tara 
Owen, who has accepted a position outside 
of the district. Findley is located at 3025 
Oxford Street and serves 320 PK-5 students.

Cindy Wissler, currently the principal at 
Monroe Elementary School, will become 
the principal at Jackson Elementary School. 
She will replace Dee Culp, who is retiring. 
Jackson is located at 3825 Indianola 
Avenue and serves nearly 420 students in 
grades K-5.

Jill Burnett-Requist, currently the principal 
at River Woods Elementary School, 
will become the principal at Carver 
Community School. She will replace Cecil 
Brewton, who is retiring. Carver is located 
at 705 E. University and serves more than 
625 students in grades PK-5.

Cindy Flesch, currently the principal at 
Meredith Middle School, will become the 
principal at Hoover High School. She will 
replace Doug Wheeler, who will become 
the superintendent of Saydel Public Schools. 
Hoover is located at 4800 Aurora Avenue and 
serves more than 960 high school students. 
Hoover and Meredith are physically connected, 
and both schools are working together to 
become accredited to offer the International 
Baccalaureate Middle Years program.

David Johns, currently the school improvement 
leader at Meredith, will become the principal 
at Meredith Middle School. He will replace 
Cindy Flesch, the new principal at Hoover High 
School. Meredith is located at 4827 Madison 
Avenue and serves more than 700 students in 
grades 6-8. Hoover and Meredith are physically 
connected, and the schools are working together 
to become accredited to offer the International 
Baccalaureate Middle Years program.
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New Principal Assignments for 2014-15 Announced

PHILLIPS
TRADITIONAL
SCHOOL

WALNUT 
STREET 
SCHOOL

MONROE
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

SOUTH 
UNION
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

RIVER WOODS
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

Kristy Fitzgerald, currently the school 
improvement leader at Weeks Middle School 
and a former math curriculum coordinator 
at DMPS, will become the principal at Phillips 
Traditional School.  She replaces Laurel Prior-
Sweet, who is the new principal at Monroe 
Elementary School. Phillips is located at 1701 
Lay Street and serves more than 400 PK-5 
students.

Rob Burnett, currently the dean of students 
at Capitol View Elementary School and a 
former DMPS teacher, will become the 
principal at the Walnut Street School. He 
will replace Craig Leager, who is the new 
principal at Goodrell Middle School. Walnut 
Street, an International Baccalaureate World 
School located at 901 Walnut Street, serves 
nearly 300 PK-5 students.

Our new tool, the DMPS Data Snapshot, 
is designed to help you get a closer look 
at information about each of our schools. 
The Data Snapshot provides information 
about each school’s location, enrollment, 
demographics, assessment results and 
more. Click here to give it a try: 
http://www.dmschools.org/data-snapshot/

Laurel Prior-Sweet, currently the principal 
at Phillips Traditional School, will become 
the principal at Monroe Elementary 
School. She will replace Cindy Wissler, who 
is moving to Jackson Elementary School. 
Monroe is located at 3015 Francis Avenue 
and serves more than 550 students in 
grades K-5.

Bill Szakacs, currently the principal at 
Lovejoy Elementary School, will become the 
principal at South Union Elementary School. 
He will replace Constance VandeKrol, who 
is retiring. South Union is located at 4201 
South Union Street and serves more than 
560 students in grades K-5.

Traci Shipley, currently the dean of 
students at Morris Elementary School 
and a former special education consultant 
at DMPS, will become principal at River 
Woods Elementary School.  She replaces 
Jill Burnett-Requist, who is the new 
principal at Carver Community School. 
River Woods, located at 2929 SE 22nd 
Street, serves nearly 550 PK-5 students.

Roger Hudson:  
End of an Era
Thank you to Roger Hudson for a half-century of 
service to Des Moines Public Schools. Roger joined 
DMPS as the distict’s controller in 1965.  After retiring 
from that position he went on to spend several more 
years as the administrator of the Des Moines Teachers 
Retirement System. Colleagues, past and present, 
recently honored Mr. Hudson as he stepped down from 
heading up the DMTRS.



Sports Spotlight’s Class 4A All-State 
team and head coach Chad Ryan was 
the ISS Class 4A Coach of the Year.

Ellen Harrington of Cowles 
Montessori took 1st place in 
the 6th/7th grade division of the 
statewide Write Women Back into 
History essay contest and Nisha 
Barnhill of Merrill was awarded 1st 
place for 8th/9th grades. The annual 
competition is sponsored jointly by 
the Iowa Department of Human 
Rights Commission on the Status 
of Women, the Iowa Department of 
Education and the State Historical 
Society of Iowa.

Two teams from the Central Campus 
Career & Tech Institute’s Culinary 
Arts program were gold medalists in 
the Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America state competition 
and qualified for FCCLA nationals 
this summer in San Antonio:

•	 Chapter Service Project 
–  Josie Lundy, junior from 
Roosevelt; Alexis Morris, 
junior from East

•	 Life Event Planning –  Kaysie 
Cordero, junior who is home 
schooled; Camille Harmon, 
sophomore from East

2010 Roosevelt/Central Academy 
grad Nicholas Hallman, an 
undergraduate at the University of 
Iowa studying International Studies, 
History, and French, has been 
accepted for a Fulbright English 
Teaching Assistantship to Turkey.
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This regular feature of the DMPS Community Report highlights awards and achievements of district students and staff. Please let 
us know if you have a notable achievement to share by e-mailing Mike Wellman at michael.wellman@dmschools.org. Here are 
some achievements from the past few months.

Celebrating Our Achievements

STUDENTS

East’s Roichelle Marble, senior, 
and Roosevelt junior Meredith 
Burkhall were named to the Des 
Moines Register’s Elite all-CIML 
girls’ basketball team.

North High School was crowned 
Team Champions at the 2014 
JROTC Eastern U.S. Regional in 
Camp Perry, Ohio on February 
20-22. Dakota Lupkes was the 
individual winner. Other place-
winners for the team were Jessica 
Ebersole (2nd), Lucas McNichols 
(4th), Jimmy Ellefson (6th) and 
Dakota Mattos (10th).

Callanan 7th grader Bobby 
Washington Jr. was named 
recipient of the Evelyn K. Davis 
Heritage Legacy Award for Youth 
at the annual I’ll Make Me a World 
in Iowa gala. Bobby is a co-founder 
of Books From Bobby, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the 
elimination of illiteracy in Africa.

North senior Teyontae Jenkins was 
named to the Elite all-CIML boys’ 
basketball team and tabbed as the 
CIML’s most valuable player by the 
Des Moines Register. His teammate, 
senior Terrance Bush, was named 
to the 2nd team. Jenkins was also 
named to the Register’s Class 4A All-
State 1st team and Bush to the 3rd 
team. Both were named to the Iowa 

Continued on Page 9...

Roosevelt High School won both titles at the All Iowa Finals in Speech and 
Debate, hosted by the University of Iowa on March 8th.  Combined with their 
IHSSA State Debate Tournament victory in January, those achievements completed 
an unprecedented “trifecta” for the Roughriders this year. Individual championship 
performances included:

• Murphy Burke/Lily 
Nellans/Elena Hildebrandt 
and Andy Anderson (Public 
Forum), Sr/Sr/Jr/So

• Luke Theuma (Congress), Sr
• Lily Nellans (Original Oratory), Sr
• Murphy Burke (Dramatic 

Interp), Sr

• Lily Nellans (Foreign  
Extemp), Sr

• Max Pilcher  
(Spontaneous), Sr

• Max Pilcher (Domestic 
Extemp), Sr

• Claire Wallace (Expository-
Experimental Event), Fr
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yearbook programs, in large part by 
encouraging students to tell and share 
the stories that matter most to them.

Four Des Moines Public Schools 
teachers have been named 2014 
Educator of the Year award winners 
by The Rotary Club of Des Moines.

•	 Amy Erwin, a first grade 
teacher at Madison 
Elementary

•	 Amelia Kissell, a seventh 
grade science teacher at 
Brody Middle School

•	 Mindy Euken, a Spanish 
teacher at Roosevelt High 
School

•	 Karen Sissel, a theatre arts 
teacher at Lincoln High 
School

Ten DMPS students were awarded 
All-State nominations in the Iowa 
High School Speech Association 
state competition on March 15th 
at Glenwood and advanced to the 
IHSSA All-State Festival at UNI on 
March 31st:
 
Des Moines East: 

•	 Tiffany Contreras,  
Public Address

•	 Tim Kirchoff,  
Spontaneous Speaking

•	 Brent Nery, Solo  
Musical Theater

•	 Fatima Fadel,  
Storytelling

Des Moines Hoover:

•	 Jennifer Martin, Poetry
•	 Nick Black, Solo Musical 

Theater

Des Moines North:

•	 Hatte Kelley, Poetry
•	 Forrest Mathison,  

Expository Address
•	 Hebelin Sanchez, Solo 

Musical Theater

Des Moines Roosevelt:

•	 Murphy Burke, Acting

Students in the Central Academy 
Creative Writing program were 
honored at the Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards sponsored by the 
Belin-Blank Center at the  
University of Iowa. The award 
winning student authors are:

•	 Granger Cary, who earned a 
Gold Key for poetry.

•	 Montgomery Cason, who 
earned a Gold Key for poetry.

•	 Julianna Courard-Hauri, 
who earned a Gold Key for 
flash fiction.

•	 Wren Fleming who earned 
a Gold Key for her writing 
portfolio.

•	 Madison McKibben, who 
earned a Gold Key for science 
fiction/fantasy.

•	 Sam Bates-Norum, who 
earned a Silver Key for his 
dramatic script.

•	 Quinn Veasman, who earned 
two Silver Keys for poetry.

•	 Reid Wade, who earned two 
Honorable Mentions: one 
for flash fiction and one for 
persuasive writing.

Four Central Campus Broadcasting 
and Film students were among those 
honored and selected for viewing 
at the Cedar Rapids Independent 
Filmmakers 14th Annual Film 
Festival. Helena Gruensteidl won a 
“Golden Eddy” award for her stop-
action music video, while works by 
Travis Reinders, Anna Steenson, 
and Kelby Halfpop were selected 
for viewing.

 TEACHERS

East High School teacher Natalie 
Niemeyer was named a 2014 Rising 
Star by the Journalism Education 
Association. Niemeyer, who has taught 
at East since graduating from the 
University of Iowa three years ago, 
has focused on strengthening and 
growing the school’s newspaper and 

Celebrating Our Achievements
Continued from Page 8...

Student-athletes from all five DMPS high 
schools qualified to compete in 21 different 
track and field events at this week’s 2014 
Drake Relays, up from 18 in 2013 and 17 in 
2012. High school students compete at the 
annual track and field classic April 24-26 at 
Drake Stadium. 

Roosevelt on its way to winning the 4x100 relay, 
one of five titles the Roughriders earned at the 
2013 Drake Relays

Continued on Page 10...
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Hoyt Middle School Associate 
Annabelle Downey recently 
attended a conference in San 
Francisco as a nominee for 
Educational Support Professional of 
the year. She has worked for DMPS 
for 45 years, the last 11 at Hoyt.

Celebrating Our Achievements
Continued from Page 9...

Scavo High School social studies 
teacher Steve Peters was presented 
with the Iowa Association of Alternative 
Education Hall of Fame Award. Steve 
has spent his entire career in alternative 
education and has served on the IAAE 
board for many years.

ADMINISTRATION

Three DMPS school buildings – McCombs, Moulton and Studebaker 
– were top finishers in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 2013 
Energy Star National Building Competition. In fact, Studebaker Elementary 
School and McCombs Middle School, neighboring schools on the south- 
side of Des Moines, finished 7th and 8th overall out of more than 3,000 
buildings from across the nation that took part in the competition.
 In its fourth year, the competition featured buildings from across the 
country racing to improve energy efficiency, lower utility costs, and protect 
health and the environment. Together, competitors cut their energy costs by 
more than $20 million.

Studebaker Elementary School reduced its energy use 
by 31.9 percent and prevented 77 metric tons of greenhouse 
gas emissions over the course of the year. Energy cost savings, as 
calculated by the EPA, totaled $14,274 at Studebaker in 2013.

McCombs Middle School reduced its energy use by 29.7 
percent and prevented 139 metric tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions over the course of the year. Energy cost savings, as 
calculated by the EPA, totaled $46,694 at McCombs in 2013.

In addition, Moulton Extended Learning Center was 
recognized for reducing their energy use by more than 20 percent 
and finished among the top 50 buildings in the competition. Moulton 
reduced its energy use by 23.3 percent and prevented 162 metric 
tons of greenhouse gas emissions over the course of the year. 
Moulton’s energy cost savings, as calculated by the EPA, totaled 
$23,645 in 2013.

 

The 2nd annual Central Campus Block 
Party-Spring Gala Week is almost here.  
The entire last week of April is filled  
with activities, exhibits and events to 
promote Central Campus and all the 
treasures it holds.
  The Student Art Show opens the 
week with a reception on Monday, April 
28th, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on the 3rd 
floor of Central Campus, located at 1800 
Grand Avenue. The show, which will run 
from April 28th to May 2nd, features a 
variety of work from Broadcasting & Film, 

Commercial Photography and Graphic 
Communications.
  The big event – the Central Campus 
Spring Gala – is on Tuesday, April 29th  
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and includes music, 
food, prizes and student demonstrations.  
A bike rodeo and sidewalk chalk artists 
round out the fun. Go and see the  
Central Café and the Tech High Hall of 
Pride. Visit with the teachers and learn 
from them firsthand why Central  
Campus is such an amazing place to  
learn and grow.

  The week will end with the always-
amazing Fashion Show brought to you 
by the school’s Fashion Design and 
Merchandising department.  See the 
incredible designs created by students on 
Thursday, May 1st at 7 p.m. and Friday, May 
2nd at 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Admission for 
the show:  Adults - $10, Students - $5.

Central Campus Block Party
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Northside Sings & Celebrates
The North High School 
community rallies around its kids 
and celebrates them with pride.

In March the 2nd annual Northside 
Vocal Music Concert stirred souls 
and spirits as choirs from the six 
schools that comprise the North 
feeder pattern took turns giving 
voice to the hopes and dreams of a 
community before they all joined 
together in a powerful unison that 
closed the show.
 As was the case last year in 
the inaugural event, the crowd 

bubbled up into the balcony after 
the spacious main floor was quickly 
filled to the point of SRO along  
the wings.
 The show culminated with all 
of the choirs singing Stand Together 
and I Can (the Northside anthem). 
Both were very convincing.
 North’s Vocal Music Director, 
Vanessa Brady, would have been 
worth the price of admission if there’d 
been one, just to see her conducting 
her singers. Watching her and her 
counterparts from the feeder schools 
(Amanda Stevenson; Harding, Nels 

Dovre; Madison, Jane Olson; Findley, 
Dustin Harmsen; Oak Park and 
Stephanie Hein; Cattell) was like 
watching six maestros hard at work on 
labors of love.
 March was Music in our Schools 
Month as designated by the National 
Association for Music Education. 
There’s plenty in the six that 
collaborated last night at North.
 The din from the choral event 
had barely subsided when the 
Northside reconvened on March 
25th to formally and appreciatively 
end a very special season of boys’ 
basketball. 
 If there is any place in town 
where the winter may have seemed 
too short it had to be the gym at 
North. Okay, so North’s storybook 
basketball season ended in March 
sadness instead of the state 
championship trophy. But they’ll 
never be able to take away the CIML 
Championship banner. Besides, the 
truth is that trophies tarnish in time 
and memories do not.
 There are lots of good things 
happening at North that all seemed 
to coalesce in this team, head coach 
Chad Ryan’s seventh at North. 
“When I came I think North had 
won maybe four games in five 
years,” he recalled. “Everything here 
is different now.” He wasn’t just 
talking about boys’ basketball.

Des Moines Public Schools was well-
represented at the recent State Solo and 
Small Ensemble Festival sponsored by the 
Iowa High School Music Association. A total 
of 240 student-musicians from all five DMPS 
high schools participated, with 87 receiving 
the top score of I. Special congratulations to 
Lincoln’s “Elite Four” Male Quartet, which 
earned a perfect score and was awarded 
“Best of Center.” The quartet will sing at 
the Outstanding Performer’s Showcase in 
Ames on May 14. Members of Lincoln’s Male 
Quarter are Sam Sides, Bryce Johnson, Zach 
Rauch and Josh Smith.
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videoconference with counterparts 
around the globe. Tinker zones 
will be incorporated. But, Griffin 
emphasized, the redesign must 
extend beyond facilities and 
equipment and “soft seating” if it 
is to be meaningful and lasting. 
“Teachers must be part of the 
redesign,” she said.
 Tailoring learning environments 
for STEM purposes won’t come 
cheap. Hoover’s $50,000 grant 
wasn’t even sufficient by itself to 
overhaul one classroom space.  
But it was more than enough to 
serve as a catalyst. “The grant  
was a sparkplug,” Griffin said, for  
Hoover’s Innovative Thinking 
Center. When potential community 
partners get wind of what’s 
happening, “collaboration becomes 
infectious, viral” she enthused. 
Hall said he can envision naming 
rights selling a classroom at a time 
as corporate stakeholders begin 
to directly invest in training their 
future workforce.

 After the morning breakouts the 
conference attendees went to lunch 
in the grand ballroom where they 
were treated to a lively dessert served 
up by six teens whose curiosity 
might only be exceeded by their 
determination. With all due respect 
to their fellow panelists, the Hoover 
kids won the crowd with their 
stories. Zuali is a Burmese refugee 
only three years in this country. 
She plans to become a medical 
researcher. Savannah told about 
recruiting a friend into the academy 
because she saw her as gifted in 
science and math. And Quayvon 
talked proudly about his visits to 
Iowa State and how, even as a lowly 
9th grader, he’s already a STEM 
student. 
 Just so you know this isn’t 
blatant cheerleading, the panel 
moderator, a senior from West 
Des Moines Valley, remarked that 
she was “jealous of these Hoover 
freshmen. They’re doing some really 
cool things there.”

Hoover Gives a 
One-Two Punch 
at Iowa STEM  
Conference

First things first: STEM = science, 
technology, engineering and math 

Educators from far and wide 
gathered for the Iowa Statewide 
STEM Conference III in downtown 
Des Moines, and Hoover High 
School delivered a powerful one-two 
punch on behalf of DMPS.
 Chemistry teacher Eric Hall 
and STEM Academy Coordinator 
Maureen Griffin were presenters in 
a breakout session about redesigning 
classrooms for effective STEM 
instruction and three academy 
students, freshmen Lal “Zuali” Zual, 
Quayvon Gowdy and Savannah 
Carter-Dixon, were part of a panel 
discussion where students shared 
their personal STEM experiences 
and ambitions.
 The room where Hall and 
Griffin presented was standing-
room-only. They detailed Hoover’s 
use of one of the first grants 
bestowed by the Governor’s STEM 
Advisory Council. Blackboards and 
erasers are long gone. It hasn’t been 
your parents’ classroom for quite 
a while now. But it may not even 
be your eldest child’s anymore. It 
certainly won’t be much longer.
 Whiteboards won’t just be 
mounted on the walls. They’ll top 
the large tables around which small 
groups will gather on collaborative 
projects and some of them will 
be interactive. All of the furniture 
may be wheeled to allow for rapid 
conversion from one arrangement 
and purpose to another. Wireless 
technology is a given. Students will 

Freshman Quayvon Gowdy (center), one of the presenters at the recent Iowa STEM 
Conference, meets with Iowa State University professor Raj Raman (left) after his visit  
to the Hoover STEM Academy.



Work of RunDSM Expands 
Across District
It’s poetry in motion.

It’s a “dream come true,” according 
to the teachers who created the 
creative monster.
 It’s RunDSM in all of its 
many-splendored forms, the 
extracurricular offshoot that 
sprouted four years ago from a 
cutting edge class at Harding 
Middle School and is now poised to 
branch out across the district.
 The program’s second annual 
Teen Poetry Slam happened 
on April 3rd at the Temple for 
Performing Arts and six spots on the 
team that will represent the district 
at the Brave New Voices Youth 
Poetry Festival this summer in 
Philadelphia were awarded to Susan 
Stacy (Hoover), Elhondra Brazzle 
(East), Leah Waughtal (North), 
Russhaun Johnson (North), Julio 
Delgadillo (North), and Bao Luong 
(North)  .
 They’re always high-powered, 
but that particular RunDSM 
production was extra energized 

thanks to the news that beginning 
in the 2014-2015 school year, Des 
Moines Public Schools will officially 
adopt RunDSM.
 With the help of a team 
of visionary teachers (Kayla 
O’Connor, Kortny Williamson, 
Mindy Euken-Cadenillas, Hannah 
Harmsen, Tiffany Strim, Alex 
Caskey, Melissa Daniels and Cassie 
Kendzora), program founders 
Kristopher Rollins and Emily Lang 
will transition from teaching at 
Harding to teaching half-time at 
Central Campus and otherwise 
serving as the district’s Urban 
Arts Coordinators. The task force 
they’ve assembled is charged with 
establishing RunDSM programming 
at each of the DMPS high schools.
 “If you’d asked me four years 
ago, after losing my first teaching 
job due to budget cuts and the 
economic crisis, what good would 
come out of the situation, I couldn’t 
have imagined this,” said Lang, 
overlooking the fact that that’s exactly 
what she and Rollins have done. 

 Their shared vision has come to 
life in the forms of the Minorities on 
the Move summer program, weekly 
Movement 515 writing workshops 
and a series of Share the Mic spoken 
word poetry events that allow the 
kids to be heard “getting free” on 
subjects that matter most to them 
while also benefiting area nonprofit 
organizations. And this year Lang 
and Rollins began teaching a class 
in Urban Leadership at Central 
Campus aimed at training a 
generation of community change 
agents. That led to January’s Teen 
Summit event at the downtown Des 
Moines Social Club.
 Now the writing workshops 
will be scaled up to include each of 
the high schools and a new one in 
street art will be added. The Urban 
Leadership curriculum will offer 
internships to students in nonprofits 
and at district elementary schools 
where they will lay the groundwork 
for a half-pints poetry program. 
You can almost hear and feel it 
all happening already. If peewee 
basketball grows better high school 
jump-shooters imagine the citizen-
poets this feeder pattern stands to 
produce!
 “All of that is just in year one,” 
Rollins said. What then? “Stay 
tuned. We have many exciting ideas 
in the works to incorporate urban 
arts within the school day.”
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Congratulations to (l-r) Susan Stacy (Hoover), Elhondra Brazzle (East), Leah Waughtal 
(North), Russhaun Johnson (North), Julio Delgadillo (North), and Bao Luong (North) for 
qualifying to represent Des Moines at the Brave New Voices International Youth Poetry 
Festival in Philadelphia this summer. (Photo courtesy of the North High Oracle)



14

they brought home a record  
number of awards this year at the 
state competition, 23 students 
collecting 33 laurels between them, 
highlighted by Central Academy 
student Ankita Chatterjee. She 
won first place in the cellular and 
molecular biology category for 

her project entitled Non-small 
Cell Lung Carcinoma Detection 
Through Usage of Single Nucleotide 
Polymorphisms.
 Today the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds and the Iowa State 
Science Fair; tomorrow Carnegie 
Hall and the Nobel Prize. 

Special Events 
Feature Student 
Artists &  
Scientists
Separate events during the last 
week of March highlighted some of 
the district’s most promising artists 
and scientists. 

On the morning of March 25th the 
best of the middle schools’ band, 
orchestra and choral students as 
chosen by their teachers joined 
together for a crash course rehearsal 
together. That evening, at the 
annual All-City Music Festival in 
the Jacobson Building at the Iowa 
State Fairgrounds, they performed 
a program as separate ensembles 
before collaborating on a finale 
entitled Let There Be Music In  
Our Schools composed by Weeks 
Middle School band director Jim 
Goodwin. “I wrote it specifically  
for this occasion,” Goodwin said. 
“They needed something tailored 
for this performance, where great 
talent meets ‘not a lot of time to 
practice together.’”
 He said he hopes the piece, and 
the evening in general, will inspire 
students to carry their music into 
high school and beyond.
 Three days later, at the state 
science fair inside cavernous Hilton 
Coliseum on the campus of Iowa 
State University, more than a 
hundred entries from DMPS were 
on display, more than ever before. 
They all qualified at the district fair 
in February, the best from a record 
field of entrants at that level. In 
2009 the local event launched with 
50 entrants. This year there were 205 
projects submitted for judging. And 
yes, as you may have hypothesized, 

All-City Middle School Music and Art Festival

2014 State Science & Technology Fair of Iowa



More DMPS News and Information  
Available Online and On Air

Des Moines Public Schools is the largest provider of public education in Iowa, which 
means one newsletter alone cannot provide all of the information or share all of 
the stories about everything taking place in your school district. More news and 
information is always available online and on air. 

ONLINE
You can find information on our schools, news stories, data, contacts, and more on  
the DMPS web site at www.dmschools.org. In addition, follow DMPS on the following 
social media sites:

•  Facebook: facebook.com/dmschools
•  Twitter: twitter.com/dmschools
•  Pinterest: pinterest.com/dmschools

ON THE AIR 
Tune in to DMPS-TV on Mediacom Cable channels 12.1 and 85 at  
any time to see stories about programs and events from throughout the school 
district. If you do not subscribe to cable television, you can still view stories online at 
www.dmschools. org.  And if you’re in the mood for interesting talk and music, tune  
into Des Moines Public Schools’ own radio station - KDPS 88.1 - where your hosts 
are students from Central Campus and GrandView University.

The Des Moines Independent Community School District does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status 
(for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) 
in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for 
processing complaints of discrimination.  If you have questions or a grievance related to this 
policy, please contact the district’s Office of Human Resources, 901 Walnut Street, Des Moines, 
IA  50309; phone: 515-242-7911.
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Reminders

May 5-16     
Advanced Placement exams

May 19-22   
Senior Finals Week 

May 23        
Last day of school for high school seniors

May 26         
Memorial Day (no school) 

June 2 
Last day of school for elementary and 
middle schools – students dismissed 
after half day

June 3         
Last day of school for  high schools –  
no adjusted dismissal 

Scavo

District-Wide  
Program

North

Hoover

Lincoln

Roosevelt

East

Ruby Van Meter

Friday, May 23, 10:00 A.M.

Wednesday, May 21, 2:00 P.M.

Hoyt Sherman Place

North Auditorium

Friday, May 23, 7:00 P.M. Callanan Auditorium

Saturday, May 24, 10:00 A.M. Knapp Center at Drake

Saturday, May 24, 12:30 P.M. Knapp Center at Drake

Saturday, May 24, 4:00 P.M. Knapp Center at Drake

Saturday, May 24, 7:30 P.M. Knapp Center at Drake

Sunday, May 25, 7:30 P.M. Knapp Center at Drake

2014 Commencement Ceremonies

http://www.facebook.com/dmschools
http://www.twitter.com/dmschools
http://www.pinterest.com/dmschools

