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For the second year in a row, I am pleased to provide you with a copy of this special edition of the DMPS 
Community Report, providing a look back at the many accomplishments from this past school year.

With more than 32,000 students and nearly 5,000 employees there are countless stories of success in our 
district each and every day. This report simply scratches the surface of sharing the great work, both in and out 
of the classroom, by our students, teachers, staff and volunteers.

This report also highlights some exciting and significant trends at Des Moines Public Schools, including:

•	 Our graduation rate increased by nearly 3.5%, one of the largest gains of any school district in Iowa 
and a sign that our work to help high school students earn the credit needed to earn a diploma is 
making a difference;

•	 For the second year in a row, enrollment at Des Moines Public Schools increased by more than 500 
students, making us one of the fastest growing districts in Iowa and bucking the trend of declining 
enrollment seen at most urban school districts;

•	 We continue to be a leader in Advanced Placement courses, as this past year saw a record number of 
AP scholars, a record number of AP exams, and for the first time ever all five of our comprehensive 
high schools listed as Top 50 schools on the Iowa AP Index;

•	 For the second year in a row, we have earned the trifecta of awards for our work at energy efficiency 
and conservation, earning the EPA’s Energy Star Partner of the Year, the U.S. Department of 
Education Green Ribbon School award, and the Governor’s Iowa Environmental Excellence Award.

It is a great honor to serve as Superintendent of Des Moines Public Schools, and to have the opportunity to 
work with so many people dedicated to providing every student the best possible education. I look forward to 
continuing both this commitment and our success.

Best wishes,

Thomas Ahart
Superintendent

Greetings:

Thomas Ahart was selected as the school district’s new Superintendent in March, 2013.

“Tom Ahart brings a commitment to our community, a wealth of experience, and a track record of success to 
this position,” said Murphy. “We had three strong, experienced finalists for this position – any one of whom 
could have been a successful leader for our district – but in the end the very best was right here at home.”

During his time with DMPS, Ahart served as the district’s interim superintendent, associate superintendent 
and principal of Harding Middle School. He has also served as the Director of Human Resources at the 
Ankeny Community School District, the Director of Instruction at the Marshalltown Community School 
District, and as a school improvement consultant at the Heartland Area Education Agency. He has also been  
a language arts teacher at high schools in Denison, IA and Glenwood Springs, CO.

Ahart is the 13th Superintendent in the 106-year history of Des Moines Public Schools.

Ahart Appointed Superintendent of Des Moines Public Schools



CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2013!
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Commencement ceremonies for Des Moines Public Schools’ five comprehensive high schools and three alternative programs were held 
throughout the last week in May. Nearly 1,800 graduates district-wide received their diplomas. Collectively the DMPS Class of 2013 earned 
more than $17.2M in grants and scholarships to continue their educations.

District Wide 
Programs

Lincoln 
High School

Scavo 
High School

North 
High School

East 
High School

Roosevelt 
High School

Hoover 
High School

Ruby 
Van Meter
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JULY

Des Moines Public Schools earned 
recognition in several categories 
for its communications efforts at 
the 2012 National School Public 
Relations Association’s (NSPRA) 
annual national seminar, including 
an Award of Excellence, the highest 
honor awarded, for its use of social 
media over the past year. DMPS 

was one of only two school districts 
in the nation to receive an Award of 
Excellence for social media. 
 NSPRA presented DMPS with 
the Award of Merit for the school 
district’s new website, blog, human 
resources brochure, and a DMPS-
TV video featuring the Hillis 
Cookie Caucus. The district was 

cited in the Excellence in Writing 
category for a newspaper editorial. 
Additional awards included 
Honorable Mention for the DMPS 
Community Report newsletter and 
DMPS-TV News Brief.

DMPS Earns National 
Communication Honors
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Thirty-five Des Moines 
elementary schools were awarded 
Fuel Up to Play 60 grants from  
the Midwest Dairy Council for  
the 2012-2013 school year. The 
money allowed each of these 
schools to put more of  
an emphasis on physical  
activity and helping students  
make healthy choices.

The grants totaled $41,000 
and were awarded to Brubaker, 
Capitol View, Carver, Cattell, 
Cowles, Downtown, Edmunds, 
Findley, Garton, Greenwood, 
Hanawalt, Hillis, Howe, Hubbell, 
Jackson, Jefferson, King, Madison, 
McKinley, Monroe, Morris, 
Moulton, Oak Park, Park Avenue, 
Perkins, Phillips, Pleasant Hill, 

River Woods, South Union, Stowe, 
Studebaker, Walnut Street, Willard, 
Windsor, and Wright. 
 More than 70,000 schools 
across the United States are 
participating in Fuel Up to  
Play 60, a program developed by 
National Dairy Council, local  
Dairy Councils and the National 
Football League. 

Over 150 volunteers pitched in to make the Jumpstart Back to School 
Health Fair another successful event in support of students and their 
families preparing for the start of a new school year.
  This year the health fair provided a record number of services, including:

• 1,157 physicals;
• 693 dental screenings;
• 314 vaccines were given to 113 children;
• Over 2,000 backpacks stocked with schools supplies were 

distributed to children receiving health services.

35 Schools Presented with “Fuel Up to Play 60” Grants

Back to School Health Fair  
Supports Student Wellness

Governor Terry Branstad takes part in a Fuel Up To Play 60 event at 
Capitol View Elementary School.
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The 2012-2013 school year 
marked a groundbreaking  
new contract for teachers in  
Des Moines. 

The contract, currently available 
only to new teachers, is designed to 
proactively address anticipated state/ 
federal mandates; begin progress 
towards a revised and enhanced 
standard contract; encourage staff 
continuity and teambuilding within 
individual schools; facilitate the 
training of teachers specifically 
equipped to serve the needs of 
students in an urban, diverse district 

such as DMPS; and attract and 
retain the brightest educational 
talent at both the teaching and 
administrative levels. 
 Those who opt into the 
innovative plan will achieve a 
Master’s Degree in Effective 
Teaching after six years of service  
in the district and be incentivized  
to stay for at least an additional  
two and hopefully beyond. In its 
first year, 77 new teachers opted  
for this contract.
 DMPS is the only district in 
Iowa to offer such an agreement  
to teachers.

AUGUST
First-of-its-Kind Contract  
Available for New Teachers

Middle school students who participate in the 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers (21CCLC) afterschool program learned how to manage 
their money as well as educate their peers about finance thanks to a $51,430 
grant awarded by State Farm®.

A financial literacy curriculum was implemented this year at all seven middle 
schools where the 21CCLC afterschool program currently exists. Iowa 
Student Loan provided assistance to implement the program. Students in the 
21CCLC program incorporated what they learned about managing finances 
by creating short videos to show to all seventh graders in Des Moines Public 
Schools. In addition, students worked with teachers to translate the videos 
into Spanish. 

Grant Supports New  
Financial Literacy Program



Des Moines Public School students 
benefitted from a nutritious 
morning meal every day thanks to 
the expansion of the Breakfast in the 
Classroom program, funded by the 
Walmart Foundation. More than 
6,000 students at 15 local schools 
participated in the free breakfast 
program, allowing them to reap the 
nutritional and academic benefits 
associated with a morning meal. 

Thousands  
Benefit from 
Breakfast in  
the Classroom

The district completed renovations at 12 more schools in time for the 2012-2013 school year. Work also began in the summer 
of 2012 on the new Edmunds Elementary School, which will open in August, 2013. Open Houses were held in the fall at Hiatt 
Middle School, McCombs Middle School and Studebaker Elementary School to celebrate renovations at those buildings. 

New Construction and Renovations Throughout the District 
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McCombs
Middle School

Studebaker
Elementary School

Studebaker
Elementary School

Hiatt
Middle School
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SEPTEMBER

One hundred and ninety students 
who took Advanced Placement 
classes at Des Moines Public 
Schools earned AP honors from 
the College Board in 2012, an 
increase of nearly 50% compared 
to last year.

And among the honorees were a 
record number of 29 students who 
were recognized as AP National 
Scholars. To earn that prestigious 
award a student must take eight or 
more AP exams and receive a near 
perfect score of four or higher (on 
a scale of 1-5) on each exam. Last 
year 19 DMPS students earned AP 
National Scholar recognition.

 There were also two firsts this 
year for AP National Scholars who 
attend DMPS: at least one student 
from each of Des Moines’ five 
high schools was recognized and 
one student earned the award as a 
sophomore.
 In addition, each year the 
College Board names one male 
and one female State AP Scholar 
to recognize the students with the 
highest average score on Advanced 
Placement exams. The winner of  
the female State AP Scholar for 
Iowa was Kayleigh Hauri, a 2012
Roosevelt High School graduate 
now attending Georgetown 
University. Since 1991, 34 of the  

42 students receiving the State 

AP Scholar for Iowa Award have 
attended Des Moines Public 
Schools.

A Record Number of  
AP National Scholars

Lincoln High School was recognized 
as the 2011-2012 High School of 
the Year by Science Bound, Iowa 
State University’s premier pre-college 
program to increase the number 
of ethnically diverse Iowa students 
who pursue degrees in agriculture, 
science, technology, engineering or 
mathematics.

LHS Science 
Bound School  
of the Year

Roosevelt graduate Kayleigh Hauri is the 
2012 State of Iowa AP Scholar, the 34th 
DMPS student to earn this honor.
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In order to better serve students and meet the needs of schools,  
Des Moines Public Schools created new attendance areas for secondary 
schools in 2012. Several parent meetings were held in September to 
discuss the changes. 
 The most significant and positive result of this change was that 
the attendance areas of the high schools and middle schools will align, 
creating a more consistent feeder system throughout the district. This 
will allow for better planning and coordination between high schools  
and middle schools in a variety of programs and services, as well as with 
the neighborhoods they serve.

National Merit  
Semi-Finalists

Nine Des Moines high school 
seniors were chosen as semi-
finalists in the 2013 National 
Merit Scholarship competition, 
placing them among the top young 
scholars in the state and nation. An 
additional 12 seniors were named 
Commended Students. The Des 
Moines students were selected based 
on their strong performance on the 
Preliminary SAT (PSAT) test taken 
earlier this year. 

The National Merit Semi- 
finalists were: 

•	 Jillian Brown, Roosevelt 
•	 Daniel Comito, Roosevelt 
•	 Ashley De Haan, East 
•	 Karina Foster-Middleton, 

Roosevelt 
•	 Crystal Hou, Roosevelt 
•	 Nathan Leys, Roosevelt  

 

•	 James “Luke” Sheeley, 
Roosevelt 

•	 John Shumway, Roosevelt 
•	 Seth Van Helten, East

The National Merit Commended 
Students were: 

•	 Kirsten Benson, Roosevelt 
•	 Henry Fender, Roosevelt 
•	 Rivkah Gardner-Frolick, 

Roosevelt  
 

•	 Jennifer Hugg, Roosevelt 
•	 William Karr, Roosevelt 
•	 Sofia Kaut, Roosevelt 
•	 Matthew Lippold, Lincoln 
•	 Alex Lopez, North 
•	 Dmitri McDonald, Roosevelt 
•	 Samuel Norland, Roosevelt 
•	 Benjamin Sides, Lincoln 
•	 August Stangl III, East 

All of the students also take classes 
at Central Academy. 

Secondary Schools Have New  
Attendance Areas
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OCTOBER

Both Lincoln and Hoover high schools received national certification for their Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 
programs. PLTW, a nonprofit organization and the nation’s leading provider of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics) education programs, offers a rigorous world-class curriculum that allows students  
to apply what they are learning in math and science to real-life engineering and technology projects. PLTW 
also prides itself on high-quality professional development of its teachers and an engaged network of business, 
community and university partners to give students the fullest possible experience.

DMPS is Home to Iowa’s Top Teachers

Hoover, Lincoln are “Project Lead the Way” Leaders 

Des Moines Public Schools was 
well represented at the annual 
Outstanding Iowa Teachers 
Recognition event. Four DMPS 
educators nominated for 
prestigious professional honors 
were among those feted at an 
awards luncheon at the Science 
Center of Iowa sponsored by the 
Iowa Department of Education.

 Heather Anderson of Cowles 
Montessori School was a finalist for 

the Iowa Teacher of the Year Award; 
Amber Davison, a U.S. and World 
History teacher at Hoover High 
School, was a finalist for Iowa 
Preserve America History Teacher  
of the Year; Josie Burg, a math 
teacher at the Downtown School, 
and Zachry Christensen, a  
math teacher at Perkins Academy 
were both Iowa finalists for the 
Presidential Award for  
Excellence in Mathematics  
and Science Teaching. 

Great DMPS teachers: Amber Davison,  
Josie Burg, Heather Anderson, and  
Zachry Christensen.



District Goes Above-and-Beyond 
with Expanded Radon Testing

Placing a high priority on 
the importance of a quality 
environment for students, staff,  
and community, Des Moines Public 
Schools implemented a plan to test 
for radon in all district facilities. 
The proactive approach by the 
district goes above and beyond  
state and federal requirements.

 Current state and federal 
regulations require radon  
testing of school buildings with 
preschool classrooms. Des Moines 
Public Schools is now doing  
radon tests, conducted by 
professional and licensed testers,  
in each of its 67 schools and  
office buildings. Tests will be 

performed at all buildings on a 
revolving three year schedule. 

Decision 2012: Students Learn  
About Electoral Process

Twenty-six students representing 
four Des Moines high schools were 
selected to participate in the 2012 
All-State Music Festival held in 
Ames and re-broadcast over the 
Thanksgiving holiday.
 For one Des Moines student 
– violinist Sofia Kaut, a senior 
at Roosevelt High School – this 
marked the fourth consecutive year 
she was selected as a member of the 
All-State Orchestra.

DMPS Musicians 
Earn All-State 
Honors

Several DMPS schools participated in mock presidential elections, using  
the 2012 election as a lesson in democracy for students. 
 More than 1,200 students at East, Lincoln and North high schools 
participated in the Polk County Auditor’s mock election.
 Students also voted in mock elections at Garton Elementary School, Merrill 
Middle School, Phillips Elementary School, and South Union Elementary.
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NOVEMBER

Seven high school students from Des 
Moines Public Schools, representing 
four of the district’s high schools, were 
selected to attend speeches by world 
renowned leaders, present their own 
research, and join in hunger relief efforts 

during the World Food Prize Global Youth 
Institute in Des Moines. 
 Participants were Rivkah Gardner-
Frolick, Paige Harper, Madison Holmes, 
Patience Kpurukoo, Alexandra Lidgett, 
Michelle Lopez, Liza Strueva.

Students Participate in  
World Food Prize Institute

Filmmaker Jason Pollock made a 
return visit to East High School 
where he’d featured select students 
for his film, Undroppable. This time, 
he produced a quasi-flash mob of 
students and staff dancing on the 
gym floor to the sensational beat of 
Gangnam Style. It was all part of 
the Undroppable election tour, an  
effort to empower students to  
help make education the nation’s 
top priority.
 Pollock, whose documentary 
features East as one of six 
schools from across the nation, 

is focused on the goal of raising 
graduation rates and sharing stories 
about students who succeed in 
overcoming obstacles. 
 Cynthia Gallardo and Kierra 
Osborn, two East students  
featured in the film, joined Pollock 
and DMPS Superintendent Tom 
Ahart in encouraging everyone  
there not only to stay their own 
courses to graduation but also to  
try and get at least one dropout  
they know back into school. For 
more information about the project, 
visit www.undroppable.com.

East High Featured in  
Undroppable Documentary

Filmmaker Jason Pollock

East alum Cynthia Gallardo



Ankita Chatterjee, a student from 
Des Moines, was honored as one 
of the brightest middle school 
students worldwide at a national 
medal ceremony sponsored by 
the Johns Hopkins University 
Center for Talented Youth (CTY). 
The Center honored Ankita, 
one of 40,800 participants in 
the 2012 CTY Talent Search, for 
her exceptional performance as 
a middle school student on the 
college SAT, ACT or similar test. 

Ankita Chatterjee 
Among Nation’s Top 
Middle School Students
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The Commons at Lincoln High 
School were jammed and jammin’ 
for a showcase featuring six jazz 
bands from four DMPS high 
schools. The Jazzfest is an annual 
event that’s been going on for 14 
years and brings ensembles from 
different schools together in a 
noncompetitive, celebratory spirit.

The Annual  
All-City Jazzfest

Des Moines Public Schools was 
honored by the U.S. Communities 
Government Purchasing Alliance for 
the school district’s innovative and 
efficient procurement practices.
  Jennifer Sulentic, regional 
manager for the Alliance, said: 
“As a participating member of 
U.S. Communities Government 
Purchasing Alliance, I am pleased 
to inform you that the Des Moines 
Independent Community School 
District has been identified as 
a key enthusiast for innovative 
procurement practices, and has 
shown this through continually 
utilizing several of the U.S. 
Communities contract offerings.”
  U.S. Communities is a nonprofit 
government purchasing cooperative 
that reduces the cost of goods and 
services for participating public 
agencies by aggregating their 
purchasing power nationwide. It  
is a cooperative purchasing program

founded by the National Association 
of Counties, the National League 
of Cities, the Association of 
School Business Officials, the 
National Institute of Governmental 
Purchasing and the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors.

District 
Recognized for  
Purchasing 
Practices

Jennifer Sulentic of U.S. Communities 
presents DMPS purchasing manager 
Mark Mattiussi an award for the 
district’s procurement practices.

Callanan and Central Academy student  
Ankita Chatterjee
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DECEMBER
Kids make the best of blizzards. 
It doesn’t get any better than 
snowmen, sledding, hot chocolate 
and the ultimate wintry perk: 
SNOW DAYS! But, for many DMPS 
employees, snow days are work 
days if you’re trying to keep the 
state’s largest school district open 
for business.

 This past year was only the tenth 
time in 40 years that classes were 
cancelled due to weather for two 
days in a row.
 According to Dave Silver, 
the district’s Director of Facility 

Management, it takes 15 employees 
and trucks about 8-10 hours to plow 
the many miles of DMPS parking 
lots and sidewalks in order to be 
ready for school.
 “I drive the streets between 
2:30 and 4:30 AM, and then call 
Bill Good (the district’s Chief 
Operations Officer) with a street 
condition report,” added Silver. 
“Before I do that, I talk to the 
National Weather Service at the  
Des Moines airport. I’m also on 
e-mail lists from Polk County 
Emergency Management and 
Safeguard Iowa, and I talk to the 

city’s public works dispatcher 
to check on progress with street 
plowing. There are instances when 
we’re ready for school, but streets  
are impassable for our buses, so  
we have to cancel.”
 Silver reports to Good, who  
then confers with Superintendent 
Tom Ahart. Ahart also talks with 
other superintendents in the  
metro area to get an update on 
their plans. Decisions are  
then made as soon as possible 
whether to hold school as usual, 
delay the start of the day or  
cancel altogether.

Snow Days are Work Days at DMPS

Thirteen Central Academy students 
were selected as finalists in the Iowa 
State Bar Association’s Young Lawyers 
Division “Know Your Constitution” 
contest. The students participating 
in the project were required 

to familiarize themselves with 
constitutional issues.
 Finalists were Abby Callaghan 
(Hoover), Olin Carty (Roosevelt), 
Caroline Closson (Van Meter), Mark 
Gee Jr. (Johnston), William Karr 

(Roosevelt), Alex Lopez (North), Will 
Percival (Roosevelt), Prisma Ruacho 
(East), Luke Sheeley (Roosevelt), 
Benjamin Sides (Lincoln), Josh Swagler 
(North), Nathan Walton (Van Meter), 
and Demetrius Watson (Roosevelt). 

Central Students Win “Know Your Constitution” Contest
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Everything you always wanted to 
know about fifth disease but were 
afraid to ask was just one portion  
of all the wellness information  
that was served up at the Walnut 
Street School Health Fair hosted  
by Wellmark Blue Cross and  
Blue Shield.
 The students presented on health 
related topics of their choice, ranging 
from foot fungus to liver disease.  
Each student created a display. 
For instance, Fiona Donnelly’s 
exhibit about Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome (SIDS) featured a small 
crib with a baby doll so Fiona could 
demonstrate the proper way to lay 
an infant down for a nap.
 The health fair is an annual 
event, and the culmination of a 

unit on how health systems 
contribute to wellness. The students 
spent several weeks researching their  
topics and developing their 
presentations. Dr. William Jagiello, 
Wellmark Medical Director, 
provided guidance, and assisted  
the students with their projects.
 The health fair was held outside 
Wellmark’s Blues Café in their 
beautiful new headquarters just 
blocks away from WSS during 
the lunch hour, but not even the 
inclusion of an exhibit on food 
poisoning drove any business away. 
A steady stream of employees was 
happy to run the gamut of exhibitors 
and listen to their presentations. 
Maybe some of them even made 
healthier choices in the chow line.

Walnut Street Students Hold 
Health Fair at Wellmark



16

JANUARY

While most large urban school 
districts across the nation 
have seen a decline in student 
enrollment in recent years,  
Des Moines Public Schools is  
going against that trend with 
the second straight year of an 
enrollment increase of more  
than 500 students.
 
In fact, for the first time since 
1996, statewide student enrollment 
increased, according to figures 
released by the Iowa Department 
of Education. And Des Moines 
Public Schools played a big role in 
contributing to that growth as one of 
the fastest-growing districts in Iowa.
  For the 2012-13 school year, 
DMPS had the second largest 

enrollment growth in the state with 
516 new students. This follows a 
similar trend during the 2011-12 
school year, when DMPS had 571 
new students, the largest increase in 
the state.
  Over the past five years Des 
Moines Public Schools ranks third, out 
of nearly 350 Iowa school districts, for 
enrollment growth with an increase of 
1,279 students since 2008.
  Certified enrollment is 
important because it is used in 
the formula that determines state 
funding for public school districts. 
Certified enrollment is based on 
the number of students in each 
school district and also includes the 
“weighting,” or additional funding 
for students in certain programs, 

such as students who are English 
Language Learners. The certified 
enrollment count is taken by Iowa 
school districts on the first day 
of October each school year and 
reported by the Department of 
Education in January.

Bucking the National Trend,  
DMPS Enrollment Continues to Rise

East High School was crowned 
Division Champions in the 
Get Schooled Foundation’s Fall 
Attendance Challenge for the second 
consecutive year. 
 A total of 225 middle and high 
schools signed up to participate in the 
Get Schooled 2012 Fall Attendance 
Challenge. East High School’s overall 
attendance increase was 2.68 percent 
during the challenge period.

 The winning schools earned  
a stop on the Get Schooled  
Victory Tour which features guest 
“Celebrity Principals for the Day”  
at the school. 
 Get Schooled has focused on 
attendance as a critical metric in 
school and student performance 
because it is one of the best 
predictors of high school graduation 
rates and college readiness. 

East High School Repeat Division Champs 
in Get Schooled Attendance Challenge
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There is a map with a direct 
line that runs through Booker T. 
Washington, George Washington 
Carver, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
State Rep. Ako Abdul-Samad and 
Iowa State University President 
Dr. Steven Leath pointing the way 
to buried treasure at inner city 
schools. And ‘X’ marks the spot 
at Moulton Extended Learning 
Center where “Dream Keepers” 
were recognized in a joint 
assembly involving Moulton and 
King Elementary.

Students at those schools were 
encouraged to use their day off in 
observance of the MLK holiday on 
January 21 to write essays on the 

topic of Dr. King’s legacy and its 
impact on their personal dreams. 
A contest was arranged and the 
winners were rewarded with laptop 
computers, courtesy of the McTech 
Angels from Corinthian Baptist 
Church.
 But in the big picture all of the 
students at Moulton and King stand 
to be very big winners in the years to 
come. In his keynote speech at the 
awards ceremony, Dr. Leath talked 
in broad strokes about a program 
that’s being developed to grant full 
tuition scholarships in the future  
to entire cohorts of Moulton and 
King students who work hard to 
succeed in school and want to  
enroll at Iowa State.

Moulton, King and ISU Celebrate 
Student Success and Dreams

State Representative Ako Abdul-Samad

Moulton principal Craig Saddler
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FEBRUARY

The Iowa Department of 
Education released data on the 
four-year graduation rate for the 
Class of 2012.

 The Class of 2012 at Des Moines 
Public Schools had a graduation rate 
of 79.15%, an increase of nearly 3.5% 
over the previous year and the highest 
since Iowa began using its current 
graduation rate formula in 2009.

 Statewide figures show an  
overall increase in the percentage 
of Iowa high school students who 
completed high school in four  
years, with a graduation rate of 
89.26% for 2012 compared to 
88.3% for 2011. For Des Moines 
Public Schools, the graduation  
rate for the Class of 2012 was 
79.15%, up from 75.68% for  
the Class of 2011.

DMPS Sees 3.5 Percent Increase in 
Graduation Rate for Class of 2012
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Everyone knows the image of 
a mad scientist: some brilliant 
but misguided old guy in a 
castle laboratory plotting world 
domination, laughing diabolically  
all the way.
 And then there are glad 
scientists. There were lots of them, 
in fact, at the 5th annual DMPS 

Middle School Science Fair, held at 
the Science Center of Iowa.
 The event continues to grow 
along with the increasing emphasis 
on STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) education. 
Year one drew about fifty entrants. 
This year there were 134, up ten 
from a year ago.

The 21st Century Community 
Learning Center (21CCLC) after 
school program will expand to six 
more elementary schools, thanks  
to a grant awarded to Des Moines 
Public Schools by the Iowa 
Department of Education.
 The 21CCLC program is 
currently in place at seven Des 
Moines middle schools and four 
elementary schools.
 This new three-year grant totals 
$2.4 million and will spread the 

21CCLC afterschool program 
to Garton, Hillis, Morris, River 
Woods, Samuelson, and Willard 
elementary schools serving an 
additional 900 students.
 The grant money will be  
used to provide after school  
and summer programming for 
students including academic 
programming in reading,  
math, and science; and also 
enrichment programming in the 
arts, literacy, music and STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering,  
and Math).
 The 21CCLC program began  
in 2007 and was already serving  
Brody Middle School, Callanan 
Middle School, Capitol View 
Elementary, Goodrell Middle 
School, Hoyt Middle School, King 
Elementary, McCombs Middle 
School, McKinley Elementary, 
Meredith Middle School, Monroe 
Elementary School, and Weeks 
Middle School.

Glad Scientists: Middle School 
Students Share Their Experiments

21st Century Community Learning Center  
Grants Awarded to Six DMPS Elementary Schools
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MARCH

You’d figure if Forest Whitaker is in 
town and he’s at the Des Moines 
Civic Center he must be center 
stage, right? But not this time.

Perhaps mindful of the old theatrical 
axiom about kids and animals 
being renowned scene-stealers, the 
Academy Award winner was content 
to sit in the audience for most of 

the program and watch the Findley 
Elementary Drama Club strut 
its stuff in a fast-paced medley of 
tableaus and mimed shorts  
that served to demonstrate the 
heightened level of learning  
at Findley.
 Whitaker was in town to play 
his leading role in the Turnaround 
Arts Grant that was awarded by 

the President’s Council on the Arts 
and Humanity (PCAH) last spring. 
Findley is one of only eight schools 
nationwide selected to participate.
 The drama club at Findley is 
some 80 students strong. It met 
every Thursday after school. The 
theme of the Civic Center show was 
the same one Findley used all year: 
Dream Big.

Forest Whitaker and Findley  
Students Show the Value of Arts in School

Iowa Public Television’s program “Bullying in Iowa Schools” featured the 
great work underway at Harding Middle School to change the climate there 
and create a positive culture where all students can thrive. Congratulations 
to Principal Maureen Taylor and all of the students, teachers and staff at 
Harding for developing a model approach on this important issue.

Harding’s Anti-Bullying Efforts  
Featured on Iowa Public Television

Oscar-winning actor Forest Whitaker  
at Findley Elementary School
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While snow was melting outside, 
morning sunshine was streaming 
through the skylight of the Jacobson 
Exhibition Center at the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds as a fleet of school buses 
began arriving from all corners of 
the district to deliver an elite force of 
middle school musicians.
 They came to rehearse for the 
All-City Middle School Music 

Festival. The annual fine arts event is 
a generous gift to Des Moines Public 
School from former school board 
member Marjorie Spevak that she 
just keeps on giving. 
 The musicians were divvied into 
a choir, a band and an orchestra.
 All told, nearly 400 kids from 
eleven schools were selected by their 
music teachers to participate. 

You should’ve heard the spirit singing 
out at North High School as 350 
choristers from five schools across 
all grade levels joined forces to give 
voice to a resurrection of community 
pride. They called it Northside Night 
and said they plan to make it an annual 
event. From the look and feel and 
sound of things that night, once a year 
may not be enough.
 The crowd overflowed the 
auditorium’s main floor and rose  
into the balcony. Singers from Findley, 
Madison, Oak Park, Harding and 
North all participated to the delight of  
the packed house. 

Middle School Music Festival 
Highlights Student-Artists

Northside Night + 350 Voices 
Equals a Feast for the Ears

Des Moines Public Schools was recognized for 
having one of the most transparent government 
websites in America, according to the Sunshine 
Review’s Transparency Checklist. The district’s site 
earned a grade of A-, along with the organization’s 
Sunny Award, which places dmschools.org among 
the top one percent of the 7,000 state and local 
websites that were analyzed.

District Honored for Transparency

DMPS Repeats 
as Energy  
Star Partner  
of the Year

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency named Des Moines Public 
Schools as a 2013 ENERGY STAR 
Partner of the Year for strategically 
managing and improving the energy 
efficiency of its entire building 
portfolio, which totals more than 
5.5 million square feet at over 60 
facilities throughout the city.
 Through its partnership with 
the ENERGY STAR program, 
Des Moines Public Schools has 
improved its energy performance, 
saved money and helped to 
protect the environment for future 
generations. This is the second 
year in a row Iowa’s largest school 
district has earned the EPA’s top 
award for ENERGY STAR partners. 
Des Moines Public Schools is also 
the only school district in the 
nation to be a repeat recipient of 
the award this year.
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APRIL

For the first time ever, all five Des 
Moines high schools were listed 
among the state’s top 50 high 
schools on the Iowa AP Index.

The Iowa AP Index, compiled by 
the Belin-Blank Center for Gifted 
Education at the University of 
Iowa, ranks how well Iowa high 
schools provide students with the 
opportunity to take high-level 
Advanced Placement courses. The 
rankings are based on the number 
of AP exams taken by students 
compared to the number of 
graduates from the spring of 2012.
 In addition, Central Academy 
had the highest index score of any 

school in Iowa. While magnet 
schools are not included in the 
Top 50 list, Central Academy was 
once again singled out for special 
mention by the Belin-Blank Center 
as the state’s leader in providing 
Advanced Placement opportunities 
for students.
 Des Moines Public Schools  
has made a significant effort in 
recent years to expand AP course 
offerings at all five comprehensive 
high schools. Enrollment in AP 
courses has more than doubled,  
and the number of AP exams  
taken by DMPS students  
increased nearly 80% between  
2011 and 2012.

A First: All Five DMPS High Schools 
on Iowa AP Index’s Top 50 List

U.S. Secretary of Education  
Arne Duncan announced that  
Des Moines Public Schools  
was among 78 schools and  
districts recognized with the  
U.S. Department of Education 
Green Ribbon Schools Award.  
Des Moines Public Schools was  

one of only 14 to be honored for 
district-wide efforts.
 The Green Ribbon Schools 
Award is part of a federal effort to 
identify and disseminate knowledge 
about practices that are proven 
to result in improved student 
engagement, higher academic 

achievement and graduation rates, 
and workforce preparedness, as 
well as a government-wide goal of 
increasing energy independence and 
economic security. 
 Last year, Central Campus was 
one of the first schools to earn a 
Green Ribbon Schools Award. 

Des Moines Public Schools Earns 
U.S. Department of Education 
Green Ribbon Award
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Can doors slam open?
 At Hoyt Sherman Place a bold 
bunch of DMPS students charged 
out of their comfort zones at the first 
annual Des Moines Teen Poetry Slam, 
the latest groundbreaking event under 
the auspices of Run DSM/Movement 
515. Those mold-shattering programs 
are the brainchildren of Harding 
teachers Emily Lang and Kristopher 

Rollins who will take the team 
selected at this event to the Brave 
New Voices Youth Poetry Festival  
this summer in Chicago.
 Slams are competitions but it’s 
hard to see any of the competitors 
who took the stage at this one as 
rivals. “Energetic Reciprocity” 
demands that everyone exhort 
everyone else to do their best.

 They take the jagged stuff of 
life that might otherwise lead to 
counselors’ offices and courtrooms 
and recycle it like broken glass made 
into windows that afford views of 
bright futures. They make art out of 
ugliness and turn tears into ovations. 
Listen closely and you hear a lot about 
scars, but baring them somehow 
makes them more bearable.

Goodrell Middle School received 
a Gold Award in recognition of its 
efforts in the HealthierUS School 
Challenge, a campaign aimed at 
getting kids to be more active and 
eat healthier. 
 How distinct is the honor? 
Considering that only seven 
schools in Iowa out of more than 
1,400 that are eligible to go for 
it get the gold, it’s rare and not 
easily achieved. 

Doors “slam open” at Des Moines Teen Poetry Slam

Goodrell Earns 
Healthier US School 
Challenge Gold 
Award
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MAY

Records are meant to be broken: 
after Des Moines Public Schools 
students took an all-time high of 
more than 1,800 AP exams last 
year, more than 2,000 were taken 
this spring throughout Iowa’s 
largest school district.

This year, students in Des Moines 
have registered to take 2,036 AP 
exams, an increase of 11% over last 
year and nearly double the number 
from two years ago.
 Students may take AP exams 
each May at the end of Advanced 

Placements courses. Many colleges 
and universities provide students with 
college credit for exam scores of three 
or higher (on a scale of one to five).
 In 2011, students in Des Moines 
took a total of 1,024 AP exams; two-

thirds of those were taken at Central 
Academy. In 2012, Des Moines 
students took a total of 1,834 AP 
exams; more than 60% of those  
were taken at the five comprehensive 
high schools.

AP Exam 
Participation 
Increases 11% in 
2013; Doubles in 
Past Two Years

As the first school district in Iowa 
to provide the highly-regarded 
International Baccalaureate (IB) 
program, Des Moines Public Schools 
continues to expand its IB footprint. 
Brody Middle School was notified 
by the International Baccalaureate 
Organization that their application 
to become a candidate school for the 
Middle Years program (MYP) has 

been approved. The MYP is the IB 
program and curriculum for students 
in grades 6 –10. 
 Brody joins nine other Des 
Moines public schools which are 
either authorized or candidate IB 
schools. Seven schools in Des Moines 
are currently authorized to offer 
one of three different International 
Baccalaureate programs: Central 

Academy, Goodrell Middle School, 
Merrill Middle School, Hubbell 
Elementary School, Park Avenue 
Elementary School, Stowe Elementary 
School, and Walnut Street Elementary 
School. In addition, Hoover High 
School and Meredith Middle School 
are both IB candidate schools. More 
than 5,000 students are enrolled at 
these schools.

Brody Middle School Becomes 
International Baccalaureate 
Candidate School
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These days a lot of emphasis is put 
on community service as a line 
item on the resumes of graduating 
high school seniors. It looks good 
to college recruiters and admissions 
officers. But that’s not what Vernon 
“Paul” Young had on his mind when 
he left North High School in the 
middle of his senior year.
 On December 8, 1941, the  
day after the “date that will live  
in infamy,” Mr. Young enlisted in  
the United States Navy because  
his country had been attacked. 
Though he survived WWII he  
never made it back to North. Until 
May 24, when he received his 
honorary diploma, 71 years later,  
at the age of 88, on Senior Class  
Day at what he can now officially 
call his alma mater.
 Also honored with a memorial 
plaque was Mr. Young’s older 
brother, Marion, a star athlete at 
North who graduated in 1939. 
Marion, too, enlisted after the attack 

on Pearl Harbor and was killed in 
action in 1944.
 Paul Young never let his lack of 
a high school diploma stand in his 
way. After the war he was accepted 
by the University of Wisconsin in 
1946 on the basis of equivalency 
criteria, and he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in 1950 before going on to a 
career in the field of water treatment. 
But a loose end dangled back in his 
hometown and “in the back of  
my mind,” he said. He mentioned  
it recently to a second cousin who 
still lives in this area and is 
acquainted with members of the 
North administration. One thing 
finally led to another and Paul was 
attached to North’s Class of 2013. 
When Major Sean Quinlan, the 
Commandant of North’s Junior 
ROTC corps, introduced Mr.  
Young to the classmates he never  
met, an immediate and prolonged 
standing ovation reverberated 
through the gym.

North High Presents Honorary 
Diploma to WWII Navy Veteran

Central Academy has some of the 
best high-school mathematicians 
in the country, as demonstrated by 
their 1st place finish in the 2013 
Collaborative Problem-Solving 
Contest (CPSC), a national 
mathematics contest administered 
by National Assessment & Testing, 
based in Seattle, WA. Under the 
guidance of Central Academy 
math teacher Mike Marcketti, 
students worked together using 

brainstorming, collaboration, 
research, and technology to solve the 
problems, gaining experience with 
skills that will be critical in college 
and their careers. Last year, Central 
Academy students finished 7th in the 
nation in this competition. Central 
Academy “mathletes” also  finished 
5th in the nation in the Mandlebrot 
mathematics competition, besting 
some of the nation’s top-ranked  
high schools.

Central Academy Places 1st in 
National Math Contest

North’s latest alum: Vernon “Paul” Young
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JUNE

We have liftoff!

8th grade students in Anson Bonte’s 
Science Bound program at Callanan 
Middle School, a partnership 
between DMPS and Iowa State 
University, worked throughout the 
spring semester on a weather balloon 
project that was supposed to take 
off before the school year ended but, 
ironically, had to be scrubbed twice 
due to bad weather.
 But on June 6 all systems were 
“go.” Bonte filled the balloon with 
helium like both a NASA technician 
gassing up rocket boosters and a 

champion from the Iowa State Fair 
bubblegum blowing contest.
 Finally, the countdown was 
on and, after months of study and 
preparation and a couple of false 
starts – up, up and away it went!
 The high-flying boomerang 
returned to earth several hours 
later near Sigourney, a town about 
85 miles southeast of Des Moines. 
Its location was pinpointed with 
GPS tracking coordinates supplied 
by onboard equipment. At that 
point the whole crew piled into 
an earthbound rover and retrieved 
the thing like a member of the 

family returning from an adventure. 
Through the scientific devices  
that were its luggage, it had  
plenty to tell.
 Thanks to these curious, intrepid 
students and their teachers at 
Callanan, the whole district was 
flying high.

3,2,1…Callanan, Science Bound 
Launch Weather Balloon

Plans for New 
Casady Center 
Come Off the 
Drawing Board

One of the exciting projects enabled 
by the recently school board-approved 
sale of tax revenue bonds is the 
replacement of the Casady school 
building with a brand new facility. 
Demolition is underway at the site, 
1801 16th Street. When it’s completed 
in 2014 the new building will house an 
expanded Early Childhood Education 
Center, providing better access to early 
childhood education in the core of Des 
Moines. In addition, the Middle School 
Alternative Education Center currently 
housed at the McKee Education Center 
will be located at the Casady site. 
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It was showtime at the Des Moines 
Civic Center as Des Moines 
Performing Arts staged the first 
annual Iowa High School Musical 
Theater Awards. DMPS was well-
represented and brought home lots 
of hardware and accolades at the end 
of the evening.
 Roosevelt was honored for its 
production of Chicago: A Vaudeville 
Musical and so was East, for its 
production of A Little Shop of 
Horrors.
 Roosevelt collected the following 
“Tonys for Teens:”

•	 Outstanding Musical 
Production

•	 Outstanding Ensemble
•	 Outstanding Student 

Orchestra
•	 Outstanding Performance 

in a Leading Role: Madeline 
Palmer-Chase as Velma  
Kelly and Emma Terrell as 
Roxie Hart

•	 Special Recognition for a 
Performance in a Leading 
Role: Dmitri McDonald as 
“Billy Flynn” (Dmitri was 
injured the week of the show 
last November and, in the 
true spirit of “the show must 
go on,” he performed in a 
boot cast with a classy cane 
that was right in character).

•	 Outstanding Performance in 
Supporting Role: Hannah 
Carlson as Mary Sunshine

East’s awards included:

•	 Outstanding Student 
Orchestra

•	 Outstanding Performance in 
a Leading Role: Jake Biegger 
as Seymour

•	 Outstanding Performance in 
Supporting Role: Jonathon 
James, John Fudge, and 
Cody Worthington; Voice 
and Puppeteers of Audrey 
II and Ryan Skow as Orin 
Scrivello

•	 Outstanding Achievement 
by a Student Choreographer: 
Sarah Bennett for “Ya Never 
Know” and “Somewhere 
That’s Green”

In addition, Joe McDonald of 
Roosevelt and Emily Sherwood 
of East were awarded scholarships 
to the Civic Center’s STAGEright 
Broadway Experience, an intensive 
week-long summer camp for teens 
with advanced skills in singing, 
dancing or acting taught by visiting 
Broadway performers and Roosevelt’s 
Madeline Palmer Chase was named 
runner-up for Iowa’s female “Triple 
Threat” award.

Roosevelt, East Honored at Iowa High 
School Musical Theater Awards

Des Moines Public Schools was one of five 
Iowa organizations or businesses presented 
with the Environmental Excellence 
award by Governor Terry Branstad. The 
award is sponsored by the Governor’s 

Office, the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship, the Iowa 
Partnership for Economic Progress, the 
Iowa Department of Education, the Iowa 

Department of Public Health, and the Iowa 
Waste Reduction Center. This was the 
district’s third major honor for excellence 
in environmental and energy efficiency 
practices in 2013.

Governor Presents Environmental Excellence Award
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From academics to athletics to the arts and more, students at Des Moines Public Schools are 
state and national leaders in a many ways. These are just some of the recognitions they earned 
during the past school year:

DMPS RECOGNITIONS For the 2012-13 School Year

Sports

The East High School softball team 
was state runner-up in the Class 5-A 
state softball tournament in July.

North High School senior Katharine 
Ross won a state title and set a 
new Iowa record in the 100 yard 
breaststroke at the 2012 State 
Swimming & Diving Meet.  

Her sister, North sophomore  
Moriah Ross, placed third in  
the same event.

Four high school wrestlers qualified 
for the Iowa High School Athletic 
Association’s 2013 state tournament 
held at Wells Fargo Arena in 
February. From East High School, 
sophomore Josh Davis placed 
7th at 145 pounds and junior 

The East High School Lady Scarlets basketball team returned to state 
tournament for the eighth time in the school’s history. This year was also 
the third time in four seasons that the team earned a chance to play at 
state. The Scarlets finished the 2013 season with a 21-3 record, winning 
the CIML Metro Conference. Team leaders Roichelle Marble and Shareece 
Burrell were named to the second team All-State Squad.

Makreem Ibraheem qualified in 
the 160-pound weight class. Nate 
Luna, a junior at Lincoln High 
School was a state qualifier at 
152 pounds and Sawyer Kochel, 
Roosevelt High School senior, 
qualified at 195 pounds.

The Roosevelt High School boys’ 
swim team won the CIML Metro 
Conference title on January 26. 
Seven swimmers advanced to the 
state swim meet with junior Max 
Ward placing second in the 100 
yard butterfly. Other Roosevelt state 
competitors were Connor Gillette, 
James McKee, Olin Carty, Sam 
Au, Oliver Shrimp, Jackson 
Murphy.

East High School senior Xavier 
James accepted a scholarship to 
play football for the University of 
Northern Iowa Panthers.

Roosevelt High School girls’ track 
team brought home several awards 
from the Class 4A state track meet. 
Alexa Hunt was the champion shot 
putter for the second year in a row; 
Agnes Sayeh placed first in the  
100 meter dash and second in the 
200 meter dash. The girls’ sprint 
medley relay also placed first and  
set a new state record.

Sydne Davis, Roosevelt High 
School boys’ track athlete, placed 
first in the 400 meter hurdles and 
second in the 110 meter hurdles.
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Continued on Page 30...

Academics/Teacher 
Recognitions

Ann Downey, a Hoyt Middle 
School associate, was named the 
2013 Education Support Personnel 
of the Year for the State of Iowa. 
Ann has been working for the  
Des Moines Public Schools for  
over 40 years.

Emily Lang and Kristopher 
Rollins, teachers at Harding 
Middle School, were presented with 
this year’s Phyllis Yager Memorial 
Commitment to Diversity Award 
by the University of Iowa College 
of Education. They were honored 
for their work that goes “above and 
beyond in implementing important 
diversity initiatives which have 
impact on the students, families, 
community, and other staff.”

North High School won the 
state History Bowl competition 
in March and competed in the 
National competition in Arlington, 
Virginia in April. Team members 
were Julius Tembe, Cody 
McKeehan, Clark Reimers, and 
Brian Shoemaker. 

The North High School Academic 
Decathlon team finished third 
at the Academic Decathlon State 
Competition in March.

Ryan Ramsey, Roosevelt High 
School senior, was nominated by 
Senator Grassley to the US Naval 
Academy.

Luke Sheeley, Roosevelt  
High School senior, was the  
overall winner in the Know  
Your Constitution statewide  
essay contest.

The Roosevelt Roughriders boys’ basketball team defeated Valley High School 
47-45 to capture the school’s first state tournament appearance since 1982. 
The team finished the 2013 season with a record of 18-6. Roosevelt senior 
Chris Bennett was named to the first team All-State Squad.

The East High Scarlets Rugby Club was state runner-up in the Class 2A 
state rugby tournament held at Williams Stadium in May.
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Bridget Gervais, an 8th grade 
French Horn student at Goodrell 
Middle School was the only DMPS 
student selected to participate in the 
All Iowa Honor Band in May.

Seven DMPS high school students 
were selected to attend the World 
Food Prize Global Youth Institute in 
October: Rivkah Gardner-Frolick 
(Roosevelt), Paige Harper (Lincoln), 
Madison Holmes (Roosevelt), 
Patience Kpurukoo (North), 
Alexandra Lidgett (Roosevelt), 
Michelle Lopez (Hoover), Liza 
Strueva (Roosevelt).

Sarah Majoros, school counselor 
at Madison Elementary School, 
received the Gary Hendrichs 
Memorial Award from the Iowa 
School Counselor Association in 
November. The $600 grant will 
be used to purchase additional 
counseling curriculum.

Walnut Street School third-grader 
Ajani Patton-Imani was one of 

54 children invited to First Lady 
Michelle Obama’s first ever  
Kids’ State Dinner at the White 
House in August for creating his 
winning healthy recipe for Yummy 
Corn Wraps.

Six Central Campus Culinary 
Arts students received gold medals 
at the FCCLA State Star event 
competitions in March and will 
compete at nationals in Nashville, 
Tennessee in July. They are  
Allison Ross, Colton Ruegsegger, 
Erica Lysinger, Charles  
Machamer, Xavier Powers,  
and Ken Sayavong.

Roosevelt High School debate 
team members, seniors Crystal and 
Stephanie Hou and junior Lily 
Nellans were named Academic All 
Americans for 2013.

Lincoln High School seniors Allison 
Richter, Jessica Richter, and Sam 
Sides were selected to participate in 
the Iowa All State Jazz Choir in  
July. Only 20 students are selected 
statewide.

Shana Liu, 8th grader at Merrill 
Middle School and Central 
Academy, won 1st place in level F 
of the Iowa State Pre-college Piano 
Audition in March.

Central Academy Mathletes’ 
Accomplishments: 

•	 Zach Lin, a freshman,  
was 1st in the state on 
the AMC (American 
Mathematics Competition) 
10A exam.

•	 Patrick Hiatt, a junior, 
scored a perfect score on all 
three rounds of the USA 
Mathematical Talent Search.

•	 Senior Eric Chen is a 
four time Math Olympiad 
qualifier.

•	 Max Pilcher, a junior, was 
1st in the state on the AMC 
12 A exam.

•	 Eric Chen was 1st in the 
state on the AMC 12 B 
exam.

•	 Central Academy had the 
highest scoring team in the 
state on the AMC 12.

Continued from Page 29...

The Lincoln High School boys 
bowling team won the 2013 
CIML Metro Conference 
championship on February 7. 
The Lincoln girls finished second 
in the CIML Metro. 
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More DMPS News and Information  
Available Online and On Air

Des Moines Public Schools is the largest provider of public education in Iowa, which 
means one newsletter alone cannot provide all of the information or share all of 
the stories about everything taking place in your school district. More news and 
information is always available online and on air. 

ONLINE
You can find information on schools, news stories, data, contacts, and more on  
the DMPS web site at www.dmschools.org and at facebook.com/dmschools and  
twitter.com/dmschools.

ON THE AIR 
Tune in to DMPS-TV on Mediacom Cable channels 85 and 97-3 at  
any time to see stories about programs and events from throughout the school 
district. If you do not subscribe to cable television, you can still view stories online at 
www.dmschools. org.  And if you’re in the mood for interesting talk and music, tune into 
Des Moines Public Schools’ own radio station - KDPS 88.1 - where your hosts are 
students from Central Campus and Grand View University.

The Des Moines Independent Community School District does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status 
(for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) 
in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for 
processing complaints of discrimination.  If you have questions or a grievance related to this 
policy, please contact the district’s Equity Coordinator Patricia Lantz, General Counsel, 901 
Walnut Street, Des Moines, IA  50309; phone: 515.242.7837; email:  patricia.lantz@dmschools.org.
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  JULY

18   First day of school for Continuous 
             Calendar Schools
 
  AUGUST

15   First day of school – Downtown 
  School
22   First day of school (adjusted early 
  dismissal) – All other schools
 
  SEPTEMBER

2   Holiday – no classes, offices closed
10   School Board Election

 
  OCTOBER

25   Staff development – no classes for  
  students
 
  NOVEMBER

27   No school for teachers or students
28-29  Holiday – no classes, offices closed

  DECEMBER

24-30  Winter recess – no classes
24-25  Holiday – no classes, offices closed
31   Holiday – no classes, offices closed
 
  JANUARY

1   Holiday – no classes, offices closed
2   First day of school after winter 
  recess
16   First day of second semester
20   MLK Day – In-service day; no 
  classes for students

  MARCH

14-21  Spring Recess – no classes
 

  APRIL

22   No school for 9th, 10th and 12th  
  grade students. 11th graders attend  
  a.m. for ACT testing.

23   No school for 11th grade students.  
  9th, 10th and 12th graders attend  
  a.m. only. 

  MAY

19-22  Senior Finals Week 
23   Last day of school for 12th Grade
26   Memorial Day (no school)
29   Last day of school – elementary/ 
  middle schools
30   Last day of school – high schools
 
  JUNE

2-6  Reserved for inclement weather  
  make-up days

A LOOK AHEAD TO THE 2013-14 SCHOOL YEAR
We will have more details on what’s new for the 2013-14 school year in our August newsletter, but below are some key dates for the 
upcoming year. For more details on the calendar, especially for schools using an alternative calendar, please visit www.dmschools.org.

http://www.facebook.com/dmschools
http://www.twitter.com/dmschools
http://www.dmschools.org

